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London protest 


over school cuts 
PARENTS, TEACHERS and 
others are preparing for a 
protest in London against 
cuts to school funding. 

It comes as the Tories are 
under growing pressure after 
their disastrous election result. 

The Tories can be pushed 
to retreat on their plans— 
activists must make sure that 
no school faces cuts. 
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Jeremy Corbyn 
is vindicated— 
kick out Tories 
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> remove him from the 
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THE LABOUR Party led 
by Jeremy Corbyn won a 
result in last week’s general 
election that proved his 
right wing critics wrong. 
Now Labour members 
and supporters must keep 
up the mobilisations that 
made it possible. 
And they should stop the 
return of the right. 
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"UNITED STATES 


Trouble for Trump 
after top spook’s 
allegations 


SACKED FBI chief James 
Comey has effectively accused 
US president Donald Trump 
of obstruction of justice. 

It’s an offence that could 
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THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


The Guardian newspaper has 
been smugly congratulating 
itself for eventually backing 
Jeremy Corbyn. Here are some 
earlier Guardian headlines... 


‘The really scary 
thing about 
Corbyn? He’s not 
radical at all’ 
Andrew Rawnsley, 14 May 
‘Labour has 
achance if it 
replaces Corbyn’ 
Van Badham, 12 May 

‘No more 
excuses—Jeremy 
Corbynis to 
blame for this 
meltdown’ 

Jonathan Freedland, 5 May 
‘Corbynis 
rushing to 
embrace Labour’s 
annihilation’ 

Polly Toynbee, 19 April 
‘Labour—not up 
to the job’ 

Editorial, 21 March 
‘Don't tell me you 
weren't warned 
about Corbyn’ 
Nick Cohen, 19 March 
Jeremy Corbyn 
says he's staying. 
That’s not good 
enough’ 


Owen Jones, 1 March 


Scottish Labour and SNP fail 
to channel the Corbyn surge 


od RAYMIE KIERNAN 


ELECTION RESULTS in 
Scotland shocked many 
people after the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) lost 
21 seats. They lost 12 to 
the Tories, six to Labour 
and three to the Lib Dems. 

All three parties previ- 
ously had just one seat each 
in Scotland. 

The Tories continued their 
consolidation of the anti- 
independence vote already 
seen in elections to councils 
and the Scottish parliament. 

They re-established 
themselves in former strong- 
holds where the SNP had first 
flourished. 

The strategy pursued by 
Labour’s Scottish leader 
Kezia Dugdale also helped 
the Tories. 


Opposing 
Instead of fighting on Jeremy 
Corbyn’s left wing manifesto, 
Dugdale made opposing 
independence central to the 
campaign. She even encour- 
aged votes for “better placed” 
Tories to beat the SNP. 

Dugdale was also up to 
her neck in the Labour right’s 
plots to undermine Corbyn. 

It’s easy to see how the 
Tories seemed a safer bet for 
those who wanted to end the 
talk of a second independ- 
ence referendum. 

Labour could have retaken 


SCOTTISH TORY leader Ruth Davidson is on the offensive... 


over a dozen seats from the 
SNP had Dugdale echoed 
Corbyn’s message. 

In Motherwell and 
Wishaw, Labour candidate 
Angela Feeney missed out on 
victory by just 318 votes. 

She told Socialist Worker it 
was “the most radical social- 
ist manifesto since 1945” that 
drove the return of voters to 
Labour in her seat. 

Yet it appears Dugdale has 
also driven away thousands 


of Labour voters. 

In some seats Labour 
losses were greater than the 
Tory majority over the SNP. 

College lecturer John 
thinks that “had Scottish 
Labour embraced Corbyn 
we could be looking at a 
progressive government in 
Westminster. We need a 
root and branch clearout of 
Scottish Labour.” 


The Tories’ vote rgse in 
virtually every seat Hal---unlike Nicola Sturgeon or Kezia Dugdale 


Scotland. And in every seat 
the SNP vote was down by 
several thousand on its 2015 
landslide victory. 

It lost by attempting the 
impossible—to pitch both left 
and right at the same time. 


Higher 

Common to all the areas 
where the Tories made gains 
were higher than average 
votes to reject independ- 
ence in 2014 or to leave the 
European Union in 2016, or 
both combined. 

Support for independence 
hasn’t changed. 

The surge in support for 
Corbyn’s Labour mirrors the 
surge in working class sup- 
port for independence in 
2014. 

Both connected with a 
hatred of Tory austerity 
and were a rejection of New 
Labour neoliberal policies. 
The left should make those 
links and reject divisions. 


Don’t be DUPed by corrupt, violent bigots 


ad SIMON BASKETTER 


THE TORIES may hang 
onto office with the 
support of the bigots of the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP) in Northern 
Ireland. 

Ian Paisley set 
up the DUP in 1971 
because the Official 
Ulster Unionist 
Party didn’t hate 
Catholics 
enough for 
him. 

The Tories 
made a great 
deal of noise 
about Jeremy 
Corbyn’s 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
Worker 
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supposed links to 
terrorists. 

Now they want to go 
into coalition with people 
with a rotten history of 
backing terrorism. 

Terrorist group Ulster 

Resistance was founded 
_ by people who went on 
to be prominent DUP 
politicians. 
One active member 
was Peter Robinson— 


Former DUP leader Peter Robinson 


Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk 


Web www.socialistworker.co.uk 


Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)” 


Twitter @socialistworker 


was later DUP leader and 
Northern Ireland’s first 
minister until last year. 
Paisley long toyed with 
Loyalist death squads to 
protect the “Union” with 
Britain. In 1981 Paisley 
launched “Third Force”. 
He led 500 men up 
a hill at night to be 
photographed holding up 
firearms certificates. They 
were showing that they 
could easily have been 
«ss holding weapons. 
When Enoch 
Powell was expelled from 
the Tory party for being 
too racist even for them, 
he moved to Northern 
Ireland. 
There his campaign 
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manager was Jeffrey 
Donaldson—the DUP’s 
longest serving MP 

The Northern Ireland 
Assembly collapsed in 
January. 

DUP leader and first 
minister Arlene Foster was 
embroiled in a scam over a 
green energy initiative that 
cost hundreds of millions 
of pounds. 

But the DUP isn’t just 
corrupt—it is nasty. It calls 
climate change a con, 
opposes LGBT+ rights and 
is stauchly anti-choice. 
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On other pages 
Ly Britain’s division and rule 
in Ireland >>Pages 14&15 
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May promises 
new clampdown 


NEW TERROR legislation 
is reported to be a dead 
cert in the Tories’ plan for 
a minority government, 
whatever else is dropped. 

Theresa May said after 
the election that “cracking 
down on the ideology of 
Islamist extremism and all 
those who support it” will 
be a priority. That means 
more powers to harass and 
spy on Muslims. 

In a meeting with French 
president Emmanuel 
Macron on Tuesday, May 
said she wanted to “tackle 
the terrorist threat online”. 

May wants to ban 
“extremist material” 
from websites and search 
engines. 


Target 

Even more authoritarian 
plans include setting 

up a Commission for 
Countering Extremism— 
yet more powers to target 
and spy on Muslims. 

Recent police raids 
in Manchester show 
the sharp end of what 
increased repressive 
powers could mean for 
Muslims. 

Armed police put whole 
streets on lockdown, 
raiding houses and 
arresting 22 people while 
the press loudly cheered 
them on. 

All 22 were released 
without charge on Sunday, 
without much comment 
from the media. 


Michael Gove is back 

in the cabinet despite 
alienating half of his own 
party. The climate change 
denier is now in charge of 
the environment. 


GOING DOWN 
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Tories turn on each other 
over the coalition of chaos 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


THE TORIES are reeling after 
last week’s general election—and 
many want Theresa May to go. 

One survey of 1,500 Tory 
members by the Conservative Home 
website found that 60 percent 
wanted her to step down. 

Editor Paul Goodman said the 
result was “astonishing”. 

“It is the most damning finding in 
one of our polls that I can remem- 
ber,” he added. 

May faced down Tory MPs at a 
meeting on Monday. 

She has been forced to ditch 
many of the proposals in the Tory 
manifesto in an attempt to hold a 
government together. 

The Tories were riding high in the 
opinion polls when May called the 
snap election less than two months 
ago. 

One YouGov poll put the Tories 
on 48 percent—and a 24 point lead 
over Labour. 

But after a disastrous campaign 
the Tories won just 42.4 percent 
of the vote, compared to Labour’s 
40 percent. 


leader 

May’s own vote fell in Maidenhead 
while Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn’s rose by nearly 13 percent. 

The Tories lost 13 seats and 
Labour gained 30. 

A hung parliament has seen 
May forced to beg the reactionary 
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) to 
help her run a government. 

The humiliated Tories are squab- 
bling over who is to blame. 

May’s joint chiefs of staff, Nick 
Timothy and Fiona Hill, resigned 
following the result. 

But it was May who scuppered the 
Tories’ chances, refusing to debate 
with Corbyn and hiding away from 
voters. 

Former education secretary 


TORIES IN Northampton 


Nicky Morgan said, “I think there’s 
real fury against the campaign 
and the buck stops at the top.” 
She predicted a leadership contest 
in the Tory party this summer. 

Former chancellor George 
Osborne described May as a “dead 
woman walking”. 

And many Tories are furious at 
the idea of doing deals with the 
DUP. 

As Tory Baroness Sayeeda Warsi 
put it, “We’ve spent years trying to 
detoxify the party. 

“Then we get into bed with this 
whole bunch of people that believe 
everything we say we don’t believe 
any more.” 

May wanted 
tion to deliver 
a bigger 


the elec- 
the Tories 
majority 


and promised a “strong and stable” 
government. 

Instead it has left the Tories more 
weak and divided than they were 
before. 

May had the backing of most of 
the mainstream media. 

She used the two terror attacks 
during the election campaign to 
attack Corbyn and to scaremonger 
to try and shore up the Tory vote. 

She had everything on her side 
and it still wasn’t enough. 

As the Daily Mail commiserated 
last Friday, the election has left 
May’s authority “shattered”. 

Everyone on the left must make 
the most of the Tories’ troubles. 
More resistance can get them out. 
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Donald Trump = 


Protest 
scares off 
Trump 


US PRESIDENT Donald 
Trump has put his proposed 
state visit to Britain on 

hold according to two US 
“administration officials”. 

It was reported that he 
was scared of being met 
with mass protests—and he 
should be. 

The news follows the 
outcry after Trump publicly 
attacked London's Muslim 
mayor, Sadiq Khan, following 
the London Bridge attack. 

According to a poll in 
February, 64 percent of 
people in Britain regard 
Trump as a threat to 
“international stability”. 


Support 

Nevertheless, Theresa May 
continues to support the 
sexist, racist bigot. 

The movement against 
Trump in Britain saw tens of 
thousands take to the streets 
for the Women’s March and 
against his infamous Muslim 
travel ban. 

The travel ban has recently 
once again been defeated in 
US courts. 

His visit should be 
cancelled completely. 

Mass protests have the 
president of the world’s 
biggest superpower running 
scared. 


Breakfast 
Tia! 


Wake up to Socialist 
Worker in your inbox 
every morning. 

Sign up to our 
morning newsletter 
‘Breakfast in red’ and 
get a fresh article 
every day. 


For news and analysis 
on the stories that 
matter go to: 
socialistworker.co.uk/ 
subscribe 
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With Corbyn 
vindicated, 


keep up the 
fight to kick 
Tories out 


by NICK CLARK 


THE LABOUR Party led by Jeremy 
Corbyn won a result in last week’s 
general election that proved his 
right wing critics wrong. 

Now ordinary Labour Party sup- 
porters and members, and the left 
in and out of Labour, need to keep 
up the mobilisations that made it 
possible. 

Newspaper pundits and right 
wing Labour MPs all gave apocalyp- 
tic warnings of a landslide defeat 
caused by Corbyn’s leadership. 

They said Corbyn’s left wing pol- 
itics put Labour out of touch with 
most working class people, who they 
insisted would only support right 
wing policies. 

Instead Labour gained 30 seats 
and ten percentage points on its vote 
share. It was the biggest increase in 
popular support during a campaign 
in British electoral history. 

It was also a massive turnaround 
from Labour’s defeat in the Copeland 
by-election in February this year. 

Then Labour lost a seat it had 
held for 80 years. This time Labour 
won Canterbury and Portsmouth 
South—seats it has not won since 
they were created in 1918. 

The Copeland defeat was the 
result of years of erosion of the 
Labour vote under the right leader- 
ship of Tony Blair, Gordon Brown 
and Ed Miliband. 

It looked like Labour would do 
poorly in Theresa May’s snap elec- 
tion too. The right was holding 
Corbyn back, undermining him and 
demanding concessions. 


Alternative 

Instead Corbyn campaigned on a 
manifesto that offered an alternative 
to the Tories’ austerity and a break 
from the austerity-lite approach of 
recent Labour leaders. 

Promises to plough billions of 
pounds into the NHS and education, 
scrap tuition fees and tax the rich 
won wide support. 

In particular, they won support 
from young people and people who 
previously had not voted. 

Right wing Labour politicians and 


BACK STORY 


Labour gained 30 seats and ten 
percentage points on its vote in 
last week’s general election 


@This was the biggest swing in 
British electoral history 


@lt was also the first time Labour 
gained seats in 20 years 


@Left wing leader Jeremy Corbyn 
offered a break from decades of 
right wing leadership 


@In his campaign he spoke at 
90 rallies in 60 towns and cities 


@Corbyn particularly won over 
young people to vote for Labour 


media commentators fell over them- 
selves to say how wrong and sorry 
they were (see right). 

Corbyn’s campaign also involved 
mass rallies—a strategy also ridi- 
culed by the right until it started 
working. After the election Corbyn 
said he had spoken at 90 rallies in 
60 different towns and cities. 


Rallies 

Cecile Wright from Labour left group 
Momentum wrote that the rallies 
supported a campaign of encourag- 
ing new members to canvas and use 
targeted adverts on social media. 

In truth the rallies were cen- 
tral. They meant that thousands of 
Corbyn’s supporters felt as if they 
were part of a movement to get rid 
of the Tories. This is not to dismiss 
the role of social media. 

But Labour’s performance in the 
polls improved as Corbyn’s rallies 
got bigger. 

And Labour’s vote share increased 
in many areas where rallies took 
place. 

That’s why it’s important to keep 
the rallies going even after the 
election. 

If Labour and Momentum call 
protests now to keep up the pressure 
against May’s government, it could 
be what finishes her off. 


Picture: Georr DEXTER 


Letting the right come crawling 
back could have ruinous results 


MANY RIGHT wing Labour MPs 
were quick to genuflect to Corbyn 
after the election result last week. 

Owen Smith, who tried to 
replace Corbyn as leader last year, 
said, “We were hearing people who 
hadn’t voted for a long while voting 
Labour yesterday evening. 

“They were inspired by the 
policies, and it has to be said by 
Jeremy, to vote Labour.” 

Several right wingers, who 
resigned or refused to be members 
of Corbyn’s shadow cabinet in a bid 
to unseat him, now graciously say 
they would join. 

Angela Eagle, who resigned from 
the shadow cabinet to challenge 
Corbyn last year, said she would 
“play any part my party should 
ask of me”. So did hard right MPs 
Chuka Umunna and Dan Jarvis. 

Other MPs clearly couldn’t bring 
themselves to make the leap. 

Chris Leslie said last week’s 
result was “not good enough,” 
adding that Labour had missed an 
“open goal” in not beating May. 

Veteran Blairite Mike Gapes 
said, “My constituents can’t live on 
humble pie. They need a Labour 


government. Now.” 

Right wing Labour activists 
are also preparing to resume the 
ground war against the left. 

In a post-election email to the 
right wing Labour First faction, 
activist Luke Akehurst said he 
hoped “the spirit of unity and 
teamwork” would continue. 

This meant calling on Corbyn to 
allow right wing MPs back into the 
fold and a shadow cabinet elected 
by MPs—a key demand of the right. 

Corbyn hinted last Sunday that 
he might allow right wing MPs to 
rejoin the shadow cabinet, telling 
a BBC interview, “I’m the most 
generous person in the world. 

“Yes, of course we are going 
to reach out, ever since I became 
leader I had reached out. There’s 
been one or two difficulties at times 
with the parliamentary party but 
let’s put that behind us.” 

Yet there’s no sense in trying to 
forge unity with people whose aim 
is still to drag Labour back to the 
right. 

MPs made a show of praising 
Corbyn as a campaigner. But they 
will increase the pressure on him 


to prove he can be a respectable 
leader in parliament. 

That will mean dropping some 
of the left wing policies that made 
Corbyn’s success possible. 


Don't let the bigots roll 
back our abortion rights 


by SADIE ROBINSON 
ES 


THERESA May’s bid 
to cling to office with 
the help of bigots 

in the Democratic 
Unionist Party 

(DUP) is a threat to 
abortion rights. 

The 1967 Abortion 
Act does not apply 
to Northern Ireland, 
where abortion 
is illegal in most 
circumstances. 

Hundreds of 
women travel to 
England every year 
to access abortion 
services. Others 
buy abortion pills 
online, and more are 
forced to continue 
with unwanted 
pregnancies. 


Extending 
The DUP opposes 
a woman’s right 
to choose and has 
fought against 
extending the 1967 
Act. DUP leader 
Arlene Foster said, 
“I would not want 
abortion to be as 
freely available here 
as it is in England.” 
Tory MP and 
former Northern 
Ireland secretary 
Owen Paterson 


Tory MP Owen Paterson dropped an ominous hint 


admitted on Saturday 
that, “You might get 
a debate” on “further 
reduction of abortion 
times”. 

It isn’t clear if 
the DUP will use its 
new influence to 
change abortion law 
in Britain. And there 
are plenty of anti- 
choice reactionaries 
in the Tory party too. 

May has voted 
twice to cut the 
legal time limit for 
abortion—whereas 
Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn has 
always voted against 
such attacks. She 


also voted in favour 
of making gender 
selective abortion 
illegal. 

Activists from 
the London Irish 
Abortion Rights 
Campaign joined a 
protest in London 
last Saturday (see 
page 6) demanding 
that May resign. 

And a “Women’s 
march against the 
DUP” has been called 
on Saturday 24 June 
in central London. 

We need to fight 
to defend—and 
extend—a woman’s 
right to choose. 


Weakened Ukip still a threat 


RACIST PARTY Ukip 
won just 2 percent of 
the vote—down from 
12.6 percent in 2015. 
Its leader Paul 
Nuttall resigned after 
losing in Boston and 
Skegness, where 
Ukip’s vote fell 26 
percentage points. 
Its vote also fell 
by over 26 percent in 
South Thanet, where 
former leader Nigel 
Farage stood in 2015. 
Yet disgracefully 
Farage could still 
be brought into 
government through 
a deal between the 


Loser—Paul Nuttall 


Tories and the DUP. 

Lord Ashcroft’s 
election day poll 
found that 57 percent 
of 2015's Ukip voters 
voted Tory this time— 
and just 18 percent 
voted Labour. 

Just two years ago 


Ukip came third in 
the general election, 
and second in 120 
constituencies. 

But it struggled to 
find a purpose since 
the vote to leave the 
European Union. 

Now rival factions 
are fighting over what 
Ukip’s focus should 
be. 

Farage wants to 
keep it centred on 
whipping up hatred 
against migrants. 

Anti-racists must 
keep organising 
against this vicious, 
racist party. 


Labour defies Brexit gloom 


RIGHT WINGERS and 
liberals sought to 
downplay Corbyn’s 
success by crediting 
the revenge of Remain 
supporters. 

But Labour’s gains 
cut across which way 
people voted in the 
European Union (EU) 
referendum. 


Labour took Bury 
North and Stockton 
South, where a 
majority voted to 
Leave, from the Tories. 

And it held London 
seats where a majority 
voted to Remain— 
despite a much-hyped 
Lib Dem offensive. 

The divide between 


the 52 percent who 
voted Leave and the 
48 percent who voted 
to Remain is fading. 
The driving force 
behind the Leave vote 
was nothing inherently 
right wing, but a deep- 
seated anger at the 
establishment. 


Longer at bit.ly/2rndHL4 
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WHAT WE THINK 


DON’T WAIT FOR MAY TO 
LEAVE—KICK HER OUT 


HE MOST useful thing 
we can do for Theresa 
May right now is wait. 
The worst thing for 
our side would be to 
limit, tone down or constrain 
mobilisation against the Tories. 

Public sector workers’ pay 
has still slumped over the last 
decade—with further cuts 
promised from now to 2020. 

Our health and social care 
systems are still in a continuing 
crisis. 

Benefit claimants and disabled 
people are still suffering at the 
hands of cruel austerity attacks 
that push many into dire poverty. 

Billions more in cuts across our 
public services are still planned. 

The “working poor” and food 
banks are still shocking facts of life 
in Tory Britain. 

Meanwhile Theresa May’s lot 
help to shift more wealth to help 
grow the magic money tree for 
the rich. 

The last thing we should do 
right now is wait—now is the 
time to stoke the resistance. 

Jeremy Corbyn’s election 
campaign was a boost for the 
whole left and has the potential to 
raise confidence about what else 
we can achieve if we fight. 


People are fed up of austerity 
and sick of a society run by the 
Tories where the poorest are 
demonised and the rich lauded. 

The richest 1,000 people have 
more than doubled their wealth 
to £658 billion while working 
class people struggle to survive. 

This anger found a focus 
around Corbyn’s campaign. 

But we can’t simply spectate on 
the latest outrage of Whitehall’s 
antiquated pomp and ceremony. 
And we can’t sit back and enjoy 
watching the Tories stab each 
other in the back. 

Hoping they will collapse under 
the weight of their own crisis is 
not enough. 

We need struggle. 


The last thing we 
should do is 
wait—now is the 
time to stoke the 


resistance 
a ee | 


Corbyn’s campaign really 
took off when Labour rallied 
its supporters, got them on the 
streets and inspired action. 

So now is the time to push for 
more protests over the slashing of 
funding to schools. 

Let’s get behind the protests 
to fight closures, cuts and 
privatisation in the health service. 

And let’s push the trade 
union leaders to act. They can’t 
be allowed to stick to business 
as usual. If Labour can recruit 
thousands since the election then 
the unions can recruit hundreds 
of thousands—but onlly if they 
move into action. 

If those at the top won't lead 
a fight of health workers or local 
government workers to start 
winning on pay they should step 
aside. 

They are elected to lead not 
dampen down struggle. 

College lecturers in Scotland 
have shown that national strikes 
can happen, despite new anti- 
union laws. They can win by 
pushing for a sustained fight, not 
token strikes that inspire no one. 

We need a revolt against the 
rich and powerful. 

Let’s turn their class war back 
on them. If we fight, we can win. 


AUSTERITY IS A CHOICE 


EELING FROM their 
FQ sacri blow in the 
general election, Tories 
and right wing press barons have 
declared that “austerity is over”. 

Even May’s new chief of staff 
Garvin Barwell admitted he lost 
his Croydon Central seat because 
the people thought their “quality 
of life” would plummet. 

As mastermind of the Housing 
Act, that’s something Barwell 
knows all too well. 

Austerity has wasted working 
people’s lives. 


Hospitals have been shut, 
schools slashed and benefits 
snatched from disabled and 
poor people—all in the name of 
“balancing the budget”. 

But the Tories have repeatedly 
pushed back the deadline for 
achieving this, and national debt is 
now more than £80 billion. 

That’s because austerity was 
never about tackling the deficit. 

After the global capitalist crash 
in 2008, bosses were determined 
to keep their profits up. 

The Tories and bosses went 


on the offensive, slashing wages, 
workplace rights and social 
welfare. 

With privatisation, they prised 
open schools, hospitals and other 
public services for profit-making. 

But workers’ mobilisation can 
defeat their austerity ideology. 

May fears the Tories’ 
weakness—but she is still 
committed to that project. 

Austerity is an alibi for the 
rigged rule of the rich—to end 
austerity, we have to seize this 
chance to break it. 


Help keep up the insurgent campaign 
. 


Socialist Worker was proud to be part of the fantastic campaign — ; 


SaSTOP ATTACKS. 


al 


that shattered the Tories and saw Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour 


confound the “experts” and the party’s right wing. 
Our newspaper, website, placards, leaflets and badges were 


everywhere. 


Help us keep up the campaigning, the analysis and the news. 
We need your donation. Donate online at bit.ly/20qxpZL 
Send a cheque payable to SW Appeal to PO Box 71327, London 


SE11 9BW. 
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ANALYSIS 
NICK CLARK 


Politics is polarising 
back to two parties 


NOT SO long ago it looked as if parliamentary politics in 
Britain was fragmenting. 

In the 2015 general election the Tories won a small 
majority and Labour came second. Yet the two main parties 
only managed to take just over 67 percent of the vote 
between them. 

Other parties—Ukip, the Scottish National Party (SNP) 
and the Greens—had either grown sharply or entered 
mainstream politics for the first time. They ate into Labour 
and Tory support. 

Now it looks like the reverse. The Tories no longer have 
a majority, but in last week’s election the two main parties 
took 82 percent of the vote. That’s the highest they’ve had 
together since 1970. 

The SNP has been pushed back, losing seats to Labour, 
the Tories and Lib Dems. Ukip’s vote share has crashed to 2 
percent and the Greens have lost more than half their votes. 

Yet clearly things have not gone back to normal. If 
anything politics is more volatile than it was two years ago. 

For at least the past three decades both Labour and 
the Tories accepted the bosses’ agenda of privatisation, 
deregulation, and pushing down pay and conditions. As the 
differences between the two main parties shrank, so did the 
turnout in elections and their shares of the vote. 

Each party also had its own specific problems. Most of 
the Tory leadership, as the party of the big business, backed 
Britain’s membership of the European Union (EU), which 
enforces privatisation and austerity. 

Yet many Tory members—and a big chunk of its MPs— 
backed leaving because they blame the EU for Britain’s 
economic decline. 

The rise of Ukip exacerbated this. Ukip successfully 
combined anti-migrant racism with opposition to the EU, 
draining away supporters mostly from the Tories, but also 
some from Labour. 

As for Labour, it haemorrhaged votes after tying itself to 
the bosses’ agenda of privatisation, cuts and low pay. This 
gave parties such as the SNP and the Greens the opportunity 
to position themselves to the left of Labour, picking up 
disaffected Labour supporters. 


Revival 
Yet aspects of both parties’ crises paved the way to their 
revival—at least for a while. 

Former Tory prime minister David Cameron was forced 
into calling last year’s EU referendum. The Leave vote was a 
serious blow to the business interests the Tories try to protect. 
Cameron resigned and the party plunged into infighting. 

But the Leave vote also saw Ukip collapse. New Tory 
prime minister Theresa May promised a Brexit “hard” 
enough to crowd out Ukip and satisfy the anti-EU Tories, but 
vague enough to tide over Tory Remainers. 

In Labour, the election of Jeremy Corbyn as leader came 
out of anger among its members and supporters at the 
hierarchy’s right wing drift. 

Offering a break from the dead politics of Tony Blair, 
Gordon Brown and Ed Miliband meant Corbyn revitalised 
Labour’s support. It also left less space for the Greens, and to 
an extent the SNP, to pose as left wing alternatives. 

So now the two main parties are no longer fighting for 
centre ground. Out of near-fragmentation, politics has 
polarised around the Tories who have hoovered up right 
wing support and Labour which has shifted much further to 
the left. 

That doesn’t mean that all politics should be reduced to 
voting Labour. The problems underlying both parties’ crises 
haven’t gone away. 

There are still many in Labour who would like to take the 
party back to the right. 

And the pressure to prove Labour is respectable and 
“responsible” enough to govern will grow as Labour looks 
closer to winning a general election. 

Meanwhile Theresa May will have to try and carve out an 
actual Brexit deal that keeps both wings of her party happy. 
That’s almost certainly going to cause a row sooner rather 
than later that could end May—and her government too. 

What matters is whether there’s enough of a revolt among 
ordinary people, which could tip the Tories over the edge 
and bolster Corbyn against pressure to move right. 


Protesters take to the streets 
against Tories—and the DUP 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 
A 


PEOPLE TOOK to the 
streets after the election 
result last Friday and 
Saturday demanding that 
Theresa May resign. 

Hundreds descended 
on Parliament Square on 
Saturday for a protest 
organised by Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR), the People’s 
Assembly and the Stop the 
War Coalition. 

The largely young crowd was 
jubilant that Jeremy Corbyn 
denied the Tories a majority. 
Tania told Socialist Worker, 
“New Labour is dead, I support 
Jeremy Corbyn because of his 
socialist values. The result was 
great, but they’re still in power 
so we have to do what we’re 
doing now.” 


Stumbling 

Melinda, a Labour Party 
member, said, “The Tories 
are stumbling, they can’t stay 
in. Theresa May has to step 
down, there has to be another 
election or a Jeremy Corbyn 
minority government.” 

Now we’ve got to keep 
up the pressure on May and 
force her from office. Melinda 
added, “We've got to do pro- 
tests like this and keep going 
until Theresa May steps down.” 

There was a festival atmos- 
phere on the protest as people 
danced to acts organised by 
Love Music Hate Racism. 

But the mood was also defi- 
ant and combative. A large 
chunk of the protest broke 
away to march up Whitehall 
to Downing Street chanting, 
“Not our government” and, 
“Corbyn in, Tories out”. 
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It came after a protest out- 
side Downing Street the night 
before. Hundreds turned out 
for a protest organised at 
short notice on Facebook. 

Stephen was there. He said, 
“May has lost all legitimacy. 
She said she’d be gone if she 
lost six seats and she’s lost 12. 


PROTESTS IN London (above) and in Portsmouth (left) 


last Saturday 


“She ran a deceitful cam- 
paign and needs to step 
aside to make way for a real 
leader—Jeremy Corbyn.” 

Over 100 people celebrated 
the historic Labour victory in 
Portsmouth South. Hundreds 
more joined protests in 
other towns and cities too, 
including Brighton, Cardiff, 
Birmingham and Bristol. 

People were outraged by 
the Tories linking up with 
the bigoted, sectarian mur- 
derers of the Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP). Many 
carried homemade anti-DUP 
placards. 

Stephanie said, “The DUP 
are just awful people, they’re 


Join the May Must Go protests 


Sat 17 Jun 

Cardiff, 2pm, 

Aneurin Bevan Statue, Queen St 
Coventry, lpm, 

Council House 

Hull, 12 noon, 

Queen Victoria Square 
London, 12 noon, 

Trafalgar Square and Whitehall 
Manchester, 12 noon, 

St Peter’s Square 


Norwich, 12 noon, 


St Peter Mancroft 
Oxford, 12 noon, 
Carfax Tower 


Sat 24 Jun 


Bolton, 1pm, 
Victoria Square, 
Glasgow, llam, 
Buchanan St steps 
London, 12 noon, 
Parliament Square, 


March for Homes, and Women’s 
March on Downing St against the DUP 


Newcastle, 12 noon, 
Grey’s Monument 


Sat 1 Jul—Wed 5 Jul 
#ourNHS Big Birthday Bash 
For more details, go to ournhs.info 


Pictures: Dave GILCHRIST AND Jon Woops 


against abortion rights and 
want to teach creationism to 
kids in school.” 

Protester Charlotte said, 
“Theresa May is neither strong 
nor stable now. Even many 
Tories don’t like Theresa May, 
it’s a disgrace how she’s trying 
to stay in.” 

To cheers, Weyman 
Bennett from SUTR told 
the London crowd, “Jeremy 
Corbyn has put socialism back 
on the agenda. 

“When they cut our schools 
and hospitals we should strike 
and protest—Theresa May has 
no mandate for anything. We 
must flood the streets to force 
out this racist, Tory scum.” 


BADGE 
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A CHILD who is seriously ill 
with a rare disease is likely to 
be denied treatment because of 
new cost-saving measures in the 
NHS. 

Four year old Harley Bond has 
MPS3, also known as Sanfilippo. 

It’s an ultra-rare, life-limiting 
disease that damages the brain and 
nervous system. 

Harley’s dad Wayne told Socialist 
Worker, “There’s quite a lot of dif- 
ferent trials going on for Harley’s 
condition around the world. 

“We're hoping something’s going 
to be successful. 

“But it looks like if something is 
then we’re going to have a fight on 
our hands to try and get treatment 
for him.” 

Harley is on a trial treatment pro- 
gramme for the currently incurable 
disease at Great Ormond Street chil- 
dren’s hospital in London. 

But a new funding cap of 
£300,000 means that the NHS 
would be unlikely to pay for his 
treatment. 

That’s even if the trial was 
successful. 

Under the new rules introduced 
in March of this year, treatments 
costing between £100,000 and 
£300,000 are paid for based on a 
sliding scale. 

The cost of the treatment is 
weighed against how much it can 
improve the quality and length of 
life. 

Harley is one of fewer than 40 
people in Britain who has the illness. 

Children with the disease often 
live until their early teens. 


IlIness 

As the illness progresses, Harley will 
lose the ability to walk, talk and go 
to the toilet. 

But Harley is caught between a 
money-grabbing pharmaceutical 
industry and a NHS starved of fund- 
ing by years of Tory cuts. 

This means that getting treat- 
ment will be almost impossible (see 
box). 

The National Institute for Clinical 
Excellence (Nice) draws up guide- 
lines detailing what medical treat- 
ments and procedures can be used 
within the NHS. 

In the same document that pro- 
posed bringing in the caps Nice 
pointed to the “significant financial 
challenges” the healthcare system 
faces. 

Wayne said, “We can only assume 
that due to underfunding in the 
NHS these are the decisions they’re 
going to start making.” 

But limiting treatments leaves 
vulnerable and seriously ill patients 
like Harley without the vital health- 
care they need. 

The only answer is to fund the 
NHS properly. 

Harley’s parents, Wayne and 
Emma, are calling for the caps to be 


Health bosses put the 
money before child's | 


FOUR YEAR old Harley, pictured with his dad Wayne 


scrapped and for politicians to look 
again at how treatments are funded. 

Wayne said, “We want them to 
overrule this decision and not have 
a cap. 

“We feel that decisions like this 
shouldn’t just be made by business- 
men sat behind a desk, but MPs 
should be involved.” 

He added, “If you start putting 
money on people’s lives then we’re 
all screwed.” 

Sign the petition calling for Harley to 
get the treatment he needs at 
bit.ly/2nETuiM 


7S) Got a story? 
Fy Email ideas to reports@socialist- 
I! worker.co.uk 


Big Pharma Is to blame 


BIG DRUG companies often 
charge up to £500,000 a year 
for rare disease treatments. 
Yet NHS rules introduced 
in March mean the NHS won’t 
pay for such treatments if they 
cost more than £300,000. 
Wayne said it was wrong for 
pharmaceutical companies to 


charge so much for treatments. 


“Usually when treatments 
like these come out they 
have a high cost due to low 
numbers. The pharmaceutical 


companies want to make as 
much money as they can,” he 
said. 

“Pharmaceutical companies 
need to be realistic. They can’t 
just stick noughts on the end 
of figures and expect to get it.” 

This situation is the result 
of the large monopolies that 
make astronomical profits at 
the cost of millions of lives. 


‘Bed block’ 

figures show 
true scale of 
crisis In care 


THE NUMBER of patients being 
forced to remain in hospitals 
unnecessarily has shot up by 
more than half. 

“Bed blocking”, when 
patients can’t be discharged 
because ongoing care cannot be 
arranged, rose by 52 percent in 
the last three years, according 
to official NHS England figures. 
In one day alone some 
5,905 beds couldn’t be used by 
patients who needed care. 
he Tories’ assault on health 
and social care services has 
decimated local authorities’ 
social care budgets. 

There is a chronic lack 
of social care packages, 
agreed between hospitals and 
councils, to allow patients to be 
discharged onto. 

If the Tories and NHS 
England bosses push through 
their Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans this will 
only get worse. 


Billion 

The plans will divide England 
into 44 “footprints” and aim to 
slash £22 billion from the NHS 
by 2020. 

Hospitals will be axed 
and the focus will shift onto 
providing “primary care” 
outside hospitals. 

But the latest figures show 
there aren’t the resources 
outside hospitals needed to pick 
up the slack. 

This is just one reason why 
health campaigners are building 
for a day of action in defence of 
the NHS on Saturday 1 July. 

Health Campaigns Together 
and the People’s Assembly are 
using it to build on their over 
200,000-strong demonstration 
in March. 

If Theresa May is still clinging 
onto office by then, it will be 
another opportunity to build 
resistance to her weak and 
crisis-ridden government. 
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IT OUT 


How the same companies hold 
cancer patients to ransom 
bit.ly/2r9nWCA 


billion of last 

year’s NHS budget 
went to private 
contractors— 
funding profits, 
bosses’ bonuses 
and share dividends 


billion was 

wasted drafting in 
expensive “locum” 
staff to compensate 
for staff cuts 


billion a year goes 
to service PFI loans 
to private firms 
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Trouble for 


Trump after 


top spook’ 
allegations 


As congressional hearing damages 
the US president—now is the time 


to fight back, says 


SACKED FBI chief James Comey 
has effectively accused US presi- 
dent Donald Trump of obstruction 
of justice—an offence that could 
remove him from the presidency. 

Comey used his testimony to 
the US congressional hearing into 
potential Russian involvement 
within Trump’s election campaign 
to allege that Trump had lied to 
him. 

He also revealed that Trump had 
tried to pressure him to drop his 
investigation into former national 
security adviser Michael Flynn. 

Russia “tried to shape the way we 
think, we vote, we act,” said Comey. 
“They’re coming after America.” 

Senator Mark Warner, the lead- 
ing Democrat on the inquiry, agreed 
that “foreign operatives” were 
“seeking to hijack our democratic 
process”. 

That gives a sense of the underly- 
ing debate framing the investigation. 

Some elements of the US ruling 
class want a more hostile foreign 
policy strategy towards Russia. 

The Democratic Party and the 
liberal wing of the US ruling class 
smell blood. 


Lying 
Trump’s response was to accuse 
Comey of lying under oath. He 
claimed he had made tapes of the 
conversations that would exoner- 
ate him. 

The inquiry called his bluff and 
demanded he hand over the tapes. 
No tapes had been produced as 
Socialist Worker went to press. 

Comey testified that Trump 
“hoped” the investigation would 
be dropped. Trump’s supporters 
have seized on this to argue that 
Trump did not demand Comey 
drop the investigation and so was 
not obstructing justice. 

The Democrats claim to be lead- 
ing the resistance to Trump. But 
they had nothing to say when 
the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agency rounded up 
70 “illegal” immigrants in just one 
day last Friday. 

When the FBI was investigating 


Alistair Farrow 


BACK STORY 


The US ruling class is in disarray 
after president Donald Trump 
sacked FBI chief James Comey 


@Comey was leading an FBI 
investigation into Russian 
involvement in the US election 


@Comey said Trump wanted him 
to drop an investigation into his 
former national security adviser 
@The row reveals divisions 
within the US ruling class over 
how to approach Russia 

@The Democrats can’t be trusted 
to lead resistance to Trump 


the content of Hillary Clinton’s 
leaked emails no punishment was 
too severe for Comey, according to 
senior Democrats. 

Now they are holding up Comey 
as a liberal saviour. Warner 
described Comey as “willing to 
speak truth to power.” And the FBI 
is being sanitised. But its history is 
bloody and racist. 

In 2001 Robert Mueller was the 
FBI director and Comey assistant 
attorney general. Now Mueller is in 
charge of the special investigation 
into Trump. After 9/11 he ordered 
some 1,000 people to be rounded 
up and detained. 

A New York Times editorial 
fawned over Comey’s performance 
on Thursday. “The FBI’s mission, 
Mr. Comey declared, ‘is to protect 
the American people and uphold 
the Constitution of the United 
States’,” it read. 

“Let’s hope that the principles 
he articulated, and those who hold 
them, guide this investigation in the 
days ahead.” 

Ordinary people can’t rely on the 
Democrats to deal with Trump. 

Activists need to take to the 
streets and keep mobilising the 
working class to take on Trump. 


On other pages... 
Ly Did US use white phosphorous in 


attacks? >>Page 16 
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SACKED FBI chief James Comey claims US president Donald Trump lied to him during an investigation 


CATALONIA 


Independence vote defies state ban 


> DAVID KARVALA in Barcelona 


THE CATALAN government 

in Barcelona has called a 
referendum on independence— 
defying a ban by the Spanish 
government in Madrid. 

The vote is set to take place 
on 1 October. It follows a series 
of mass mobilisations including 
pro-independence marches of up 
to two million people. 

Around 80 percent of the 
Catalan population supports 
holding a referendum. 

The Spanish government has 
refused to grant one. But now 
the referendum is on, it is not 
clear if the Spanish state will 


FIGURE IT OUT 


percent of eligible 
voters voted for 
president Macron’s 
party in parliamentary 
elections in France 
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10 
15 


percent of eligible 
voters backed the 
centre right in the first 
round of the elections 


the number of seats 
fascist Marie Le 

Pen’s party had 

hoped to win. The 
Front National is now 
predicted to win fewer 


dare to physically repress it. 
Nor is it certain that the 

right wing party of the Catalan 

president Carles Puigdemont 


will hold its nerve. 


The Catalan right is in decline, 
and the pro-independence left is 


growing. 


A vote for independence 
would increase the chances for 
radical change by undermining 
the whole structure of the state. 

The referendum is a test for 
the Spanish left, which has often 
used a false “internationalism” 
to defend the unity of the 


Spanish state. 


The left shouldn’t side with 


the state. 


FRANCE 


Catalans will vote in a referendum 


Main parties vote collapses 


THE traditional 
main parties in 
France collapsed 
in the first round 
of parliamentary 
elections on Sunday. 
A record low 
turnout saw president 
Emmanuel Macron 
on course for a huge 
majority despite 
getting the votes of 
just 15 percent of the 
electorate. 


It means Macron’s 
plan to attack 
workers’ rights 
may sail through 
parliament, but could 
face mass resistance. 

Just 10 percent of 
eligible voters backed 
the centre right. The 
centre left, which 
had a majority in the 
previous parliament, 
could be reduced to a 
rump of around 


20-30—a massive loss 
from their previous 
number of 284. 

Radical leftist 
Jean-Luc Melenchon 
topped the polls in 
Marseille. 

But a divided left 
saw his supporters 
make only limited 
gains elsewhere. 

The fascist Front 
National did poorly 
but is still a threat. 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
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Rich won't 
save globe 


@PICNICJON WRITES that 
because we all have the 
environment in common, 
it’s in the national interest 
to deal with climate change 
(Letters, 7 June). 

The problem is that the 
logic of capitalism means 
that it’s not in the interest 
of the ruling class to 
implement the solutions 
needed to solve 
environmental crisis. 

This is why Theresa May 
supports fracking, and 
Donald Trump has pulled 
out of Cop21 at the behest 
of fossil fuel corporations. 

They put the system’s 
profits before the planet. 

Workers’ interests differ 
from the bosses, which is 
why the struggle for a 
sustainable future is a 
struggle against capitalism. 

Martin Empson 
Manchester 


Say goodbye 
to the right 


LABOUR RIGHT wingers 
are entitled to leave our 
party and form their own 
worthless party. 

Jeremy Corbyn has 
brought back the real 
values for our party. 

He doesn’t need to please 
the right in our party. He 
hasn’t disappointed us. 

Kwame Aboagye 
East London 


@I THINK people who have 
undermined our chances of 
winning should be spoken 
to and I suggest they start 
their own “centre” party. 
We represent democratic 
socialism. That’s what 
Corbyn is offering. End of. 
Lin Perkins 
On Facebook 


Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW 


GRANGE MEN 


Tony Cliff showed me that 
another world is possible 


I WOULD like to respond to the 
tribute to the late Tony Cliff by 
Alex Callinicos (Socialist Worker, 
24 May). 

For me personally, there has 
been no greater socialist than Cliff. 

The first book I read by Cliff was 
his autobiography, A World To Win, 
and I was truly inspired. 

I read countless works by many 
contemporary so-called “left wing” 
authors and was left feeling either 
frustrated or confused—or both. 

I finished Cliff’s book with a 
feeling that, finally, here was 
someone who saw society in the 
same way that I did. 

I am aware that his style of 
writing has been heavily criticised 
by some people, but for me his 


ideological clarity was brilliant. 

The way he analysed and clearly 
defined, for instance, Marxism, or 
the nature of the USSR—as state 
capitalist rather than socialist— 
really enthused me. 

It gave me confidence when 
trying to put forward Marxist or 
socialist arguments and drastically 
improved my knowledge of 
politics, political history and 
society in general. 

I was so excited by what Cliff’s 
books were teaching me that I 
began a degree in political science, 
which I am now halfway through. 

It’s an achievement that—as a 
serving prisoner who dropped out 
of school with no qualifications at 
the age of 14—me and my family 


are very proud of. 

In short, my passion for socialist 
politics—due in no small part to 
the writings of Cliff—has given me 
a second chance in life. 

A chance to show as many 
people as I can that a society that 
is racist and exploits people while 
a select few become more wealthy 
must be overthrown and replaced. 

I would have loved to have been 
able to thank Cliff personally for 
the huge impact his work has had 
on my life. 

No other person has enabled me 
to see with such clarity that 
another world is possible. 

Solidarity. 

Dale Banks 
HMP Humber 


Even when it’s hard, we Revolutionary hope is answer to terrorism 


can push back the Nazis 


THE ENGLISH Defence 
League (EDL) came 
rampaging round our area 
following the murder of Lee 
Rigby in 2013. 

It was hell in Woolwich 
for a while. 

Following the recent 
terror attacks the EDL has 
tried to get the same kind 
of response. 

Socialists and anti-racists 
have been campaigning to 
stop them. 

After the murder we 
were quite nervous. 

But we went out onto the 
streets leafleting and selling 


EXCELLENT ARTICLE by 
Simon Basketter on the 


their own citizens. 
Abandoned by 


~ ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS 


Socialist Worker. People 
came up to say they were 
wotried about the EDL. 

Those laying flowers for 
Lee Rigby weren’t 
unsympathetic to us either. 

The EDL failed to march 
here. 

Woolwich is massively 
multicultural. We knew 
there were more of us than 
them. 

It was hair-raising going 
onto the streets at first. But 
without a doubt it was 
worth it. 

Lynne Chamberlain 
South East London 


ultimate causes of 
terrorism (Socialist 
Worker, 31 May). 

This is especially true 
in view of the events in 
London earlier this month 
and Theresa May’s 
authoritarian response. 

It cannot be 
emphasised enough that 
destructive acts of the 
sort we have witnessed in 
recent weeks can be 
viewed, without justifying 
them, as the final acts of 
desperation by those who 
have lost all rational hope 
of changing the world. 


iy i in r 
West’s wars have fuelled terror 


As Simon pointed out, 
this desperation is born 
not only of the “terror” 
that the West has visited 
on the rest of the world, 
but also of the more 
subtle violence to which 
capitalist states subject 
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contemporary leaders and 
condemned to a nihilistic 
destiny, these young 
people resort to anarchic 
violence. 

The central question, so 
far unanswered, is—who 
is going to step forward 
with a genuine, 
revolutionary praxis of 
affirmation and hope? 

This answer is needed 
not just for these young 
people but for all those 
who are oppressed by 
capitalism. 

Steve Rankin 
Oxford 


Justa q 
thought... 


No to a new 
clampdown 


APPARENTLY we 
are “too tolerant” of 
extremism (Socialist 
Worker website, 4 June). 

That means Theresa 
May is going to take 
away cherished freedoms 
of self-expression. 

She will be attacking 
“non-violent extremists” 
like us. 

Simon Martin Halstead 
On Facebook 


@WHERE does 
monitoring and possible 
restriction of terrorists 
and likely terrorists end 
and where do the rest of 
us begin? 

Those of us who don’t 
agree with the incumbent 
government for example. 

Jon Long 
On Facebook 


@NEW TERROR laws are 
just excuses to violate 
privacy. 

Esme Richards 
On Facebook 


@IF THE jackboots fit, 
she'll wear ‘em. 

Louise McDonald 
On Facebook 


Don’t fall for 
racist rubbish 


IAIN DUNCAN Smith 
says the terror attacks 
show we have to “control 
our borders”. 

But the Manchester 
attacker was born in 
Manchester. And is 
Duncan Smith saying it’s 
ok if terrorists kill people 
abroad? 

It’s just another 
excuse for racism. 

Hayley Flint 
Leicester 


Never trust a 
Tory politician 


TORIES HAVE always 
been #LiarLiars. Edwina 
Currie approved Jimmy 
Savile’s role at hospitals 
(Socialist Worker, 1 July 
2014). 

Janice Barnes 
On Twitter 


NHS crisis in 
top Tory areas 


THE NHS crisis is close 
to home for Theresa May 
and health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt. 

Three hospital trusts 
in their constituencies 
are breaching numerous 
targets, according to the 
Guardian newspaper. 

It won’t matter to 
them though—I’m sure 
they don’t even use the 
NHS. 

Debra Monaghan 
Newcastle 
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Qatar crisis exposes 
Clangerous tensions 


oe NICKCLARK 


A HUGE crisis in the Middle East 
exploded last week. A campaign of 
sanctions and threats against Gulf 
state Qatar showed up tensions 
among competing Middle Eastern 
powers—and confusion among the 
US ruling class. 

A group of Gulf states, led by 
the powerful Saudi Arabia and 
backed up by regional giant Egypt, 
forced an economic blockade on 
Qatar. 

The blockade came after 
a Qatari state news website 
published comments attributed 
to the Emir of Qatar, Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani. 

They described Saudi rival Iran 
as “a regional and Islamic power 
that cannot be ignored” and which 
it “is unwise to face up against”. “It 
is a big power in the stabilisation 
of the region,” they said. 

Qatar, supported by US 
intelligence agency the FBI, claims 
the comments were fake and the 
result of a hacking attack. 

Nevertheless they brought 
to the fore tensions from the 
longstanding competition between 
the Gulfs two biggest powers— 
Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

Saudi Arabia uses its strength 
and large oil reserves to establish 
itself as the political leader in the 
Gulf, an important centre of global 
capitalism. 

It is backed by the US and 
together with other Gulf states 
leads a bloc against Iran. 

Qatar is sometimes part of this 
bloc. For instance it was part of the 
Saudi-led coalition fighting a proxy 
war against Iran in the ongoing 
Yemeni civil war. 


Independent 

But it tries to stay independent 
by backing groups Saudi Arabia 
opposes such as Hamas, also 
backed by Iran, and the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

It also runs a news channel, 

Al Jazeera, that built a reputation 
for reporting on movements during 
the Arab revolutions challenging 
the status quo outside the Gulf. 

Now Saudi Arabia is demanding 
that Qatar cut its ties with Hamas, 
the Muslim Brotherhood and Iran 
in an effort to bring it in line. 

This comes as Saudi Arabia’s 
attempts to block Iran’s influence, 
mainly through the proxy war in 
Yemen, have foundered. 

At the same time the crisis has 
shown up the problems faced 
by the US. Saudi Arabia’s move 


The Emir of Qatar 


against Qatar seems to overlap 
with US president Donald Trump’s 
plans to be more confrontational 
with Iran and renew attempts to 
isolate Hamas. 

In a speech in the Saudi capital 
Riyadh last month Trump said that 
Arab countries had to “drive out 
the extremists”. 


Encouraged 

Tweeting as the crisis developed in 
Qatar last Tuesday, he encouraged 
Saudi Arabia. “During my recent 
trip to the Middle East I stated that 
there can no longer be funding of 
Radical Ideology,” he said. 

He later added, “Perhaps this 
will be the beginning of the end to 
the horror of terrorism!” 

Yet senior officials in the US 
defence department scrambled 
to make Trump backtrack on his 
comments. 

Within hours Trump was 
reportedly trying to “help the 
parties resolve their differences”. 

Qatar is home to the US’s largest 
military base in the Middle East, 
from which it launches its bombing 
raids in Syria and Iraq. 

More broadly though, US 
generals and security officials 
worry about their ability to keep 
dominating the Middle East. 

Letting allies such as Saudi 
Arabia confront Iran means there’s 
less need for the US—which is 
damaged by the disastrous wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan—to intervene 
directly. 

But that also leaves more space 
for jostling and manoeuvring 
among the regional powers in the 
Middle East that can end badly for 
the US. 

It can lead to endless wars such 
as in Yemen, or crises such as this 
one over Qatar. 

The US ruling class would still 
rather leave Saudi Arabia space to 
act against Iran. But with Trump at 
the top the situation is explosive. 


Theresa May is clinging on to office 
after ordinary people delivered 

a shattering blow to her regime 

of austerity, racism and war 

in last week’s general election. 
Trade unionists, Labour Party 
members and campaigners spoke 
to Socialist Worker about how we 
can force the Tories from office 


Mark Serwotka 
PCS union 


general secretary 


THIS ELECTION has shown there is 
huge enthusiasm for an alternative 
to the Conservatives’ failed policies 
of austerity. Theresa May has no 
mandate for further attacks on 
public sector pay and jobs. 

Jeremy Corbyn and John 
McDonnell have defied their 
critics and inspired millions 
of people with a manifesto of 
hope. Their policies, such as 
investment in public services and 
renationalisation, were hugely 
popular and caught the mood for 
change. 

I look forward to continuing 
to work with them to deliver the 
alternative to austerity that PCS 
wholeheartedly supports. 

We have to fight to halt any cuts 
and win decent pay. The PCS will 
fight—and we urge the rest of the 
trade union movement to join us. 


lan Hodson [ 
Bfawu union 


president 


THERESA MAY has no option 
now but to resign. 

People want a real alternative, 
not just a watered-down version 
of Conservative policies. They 
have had their lives stolen from 
them for many, many years—this 
result is their victory. 

It proved that the Labour Party 
membership is more in tune with 
what’s going on than the right 
wing MPs in the Westminster 
bubble. Members live in 
communities around the country 
and could sense the anger in 
society at the Tories. 

From here we can only go 
on towards a better country. A 
country without austerity, zero 
hours contracts, and where 
access to education isn’t based 
on ability to pay. 

It’s time for the Tories to move 
over—people should get out onto 
the streets to protest. 


Sheila Coleman 
Hillsborough 
Justice Campaign 


WE'VE GOT a right wing 
government that is made up of 
bigots, racists and homophobes— 
just look at the DUP’s attitude to 
lesbians, gays and women. 

But I think there will be a lot of 
Tories that will not be happy with 
that alliance. 

I think, watch this space, because 
I don’t believe this government will 
last. 

That’s why we need to stay 
organised—and stay ready for 
round two. 

I was out knocking on people’s 
doors during the election campaign 
saying, ‘Vote Labour’—I never 
thought I’d do that. 

There was tremendous 
camaraderie, we were doing this 
because it felt like change was 
afoot. 

Jeremy Corbyn’s campaign 
ignited a flame—and we can’t let 
that dissipate. We have to keep 
fighting, we have to keep together, 
and work out common ground. 


Yannis 
Gourtsoyannis 
Labour Party 
member and junior 
doctor, London 


THE RESULT is a seismic event 
in politics. It has proved that 
lots of people were really 
wrong—that includes most of 
the media and the right of the 
Labour Party. 

The “centre ground” has 
shifted to the left and that’s 
down to Jeremy Corbyn and 
the team that got out and 
campaigned. 

As a junior doctor working in 
the NHS, I’m hoping this will lead 
to more positive changes. 

Now it’s up to everyone, not 
just Labour Party members but 
the wider movement for social 
justice. 

We have to ensure that we get 
Theresa May out—and a Jeremy 
Corbyn government in. 


AFTER THE ELECTION, WE NEED A... 


Roger Hutt 
Unison union 
member and care 


worker, Doncaster 


We now have a movement of like 
minded activists who believe a new 
world is within our grasp. 

Many of the younger generation 
have become politicised—it’s for 
them that we fight Tory austerity. 

Let’s press home our advantage. 
We need a nationwide drive and 
networks of organisations and 
contacts linked to the endgame of 
bringing down this government. 

We must hit the streets at every 
opportunity—the Tories are in 
disarray. 


THERESA MAY—neither strong nor stable 


Megan 
Charlton 
Teaching assistant, 
Durham 


I’M gutted that we still have a 
Tory government, but delighted 
that so many people chose Jeremy 
Corbyn’s vision. 

My daughter was able to vote 
for the first time. It gives me hope 
to see so many young people 
actively engaging in politics and 
feeling they have a voice and a 
part to play in their future. 

We now need to put pressure 
on a seriously weakened 
government. We need to bring an 
end to this brutal austerity. 


Paula Peters 
Disabled People 
Against the Cuts 


WE ORGANISED a #TrashtheTories 
campaign highlighting the record 
of their austerity and what disabled 
people are subjected to. 

Theresa May wanted a large 
mandate, but her campaign was 
in chaos from the start and it has 
completely backfired. 

Jeremy Corbyn is in a very 
strong position going forward— 
he’s shown that he’s electable. 

Now it’s massively important to 
keep the fire that’s been building. 

While we haven’t got the Tories 
out yet, I think it’s only a matter 
of time before her government 
will crumble. There is palpable 
anger on the streets—people have 
simply had enough. 

We’ve got to turn this into 
the summer of discontent and 
mobilise, organise and get on the 
streets. 


John Burgess 
Labour Party and 
Unison union 
activist, London 


’M CONVINCED there’s going to 
be another general election in the 
autumn—Jeremy Corbyn could be in 
power by Christmas. 

We’ve got to carry on attacking 
the Tories and carry on meeting and 
campaigning. 

It was Jeremy Corbyn’s manifesto 
that delivered such a big vote, 
because it’s so clearly on the side of 
working class people. 

But I’m not sure everyone 
knew what was in it so we’ve got 
to get that message out into the 
workplaces now. 


Eileen Imlah 
College lecturer, 
Lanarkshire 


I THINK that Jeremy Corbyn did a 
fantastic job with a clearly social- 
ist agenda. Scotland is a huge dis- 
appointment by comparison. 

I voted SNP but with a heavy 
heart given the attacks in FE col- 
leges. My heart is with Labour 
but they cannot be trusted in 
Scotland. 

In North Lanarkshire they 
teamed up with the Tories and 
took control of the council and 
immediately got rid of classroom 
assistants. The Labour Party in 
Scotland is still largely seen to 
be clinging to New Labour values 
so it missed out on the upsurge 
which Corbyn has created. 

The SNP has to pay more 
attention to the public sector, 
particularly the NHS and 
education as people are losing 
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Emma Dent Coad, MP for Kensington 


faith in their ability to meet the 
needs of ordinary people. 

There was a very muddled 
message from both Labour and 
the SNP 

People did not have such a clear 
choice as the impact of Brexit 
and possible independence led to 
tactical voting in some areas. 

This has led to an exaggerated 
swing to the Conservatives. 

It is disheartening and 
embarrassing to have an increase 
in Tory seats in Scotland. There is 
a lot of work to be done. 


Kendra 
Labour Party 
member 


WE CAN weaken Theresa May by 
highlighting in our workplaces that 
she shouldn’t be in power. 

My local MP was against Jeremy 
Corbyn—I emailed her about how 
disgusted I was with the right’s 
attacks on him. 

It weakened the whole party, but 
we still got a great result. 

After the election the right 
wingers need to eat humble pie and 
stand together with the rest of the 
party and the membership. That’s 
the only way they’re going to get the 
support of trade unionists. 


lan Mearns 
MP for Gateshead, 
Labour Party 


WHAT WE'VE got to do as a move- 
ment—the Labour Party and the 
other parties on the left along with 
the trade unions—is keep the pres- 
sure on Theresa May and her coali- 
tion. I don’t think it’s going to last 
very long. 

She held this election to try and 
deal with the divisions within her 
own party. Those divisions are 
still there and haven’t gone away 
because her majority has reduced. 

I think what we can do within 
parliament is really put the pressure 
on them and heighten those 
divisions and those rifts. 
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These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating anew society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
Www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 


Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


BARNSLEY 

Is human nature a 

barrier to socialism? 

Thu 22 Jun, 7pm, 

YMCA, 

Blucher St, 

S70 1AP 

BOLTON 

100 years since the Russian 
Revolution— workers’ power 
vs parliamentary democracy 
Thu 22 Jun,7pm, 

Bolton Socialist Club, 

16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), 

BL11DY 

BRIGHTON 

After the general election— 
where next for the left? 

Thu 22 Jun, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

Ship St, 
BN1 1AF 

BURNLEY & PENDLE 
Lenin—building the party 
Wed 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 

Red Triangle Cafe, 

160 St James’s St, 
BB111NR 

CARDIFF 

Trump —crisis and 
resistance in the US 

Wed 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 

New York Diner, 

157 City Rd, 

CF24 3BQ 

CHESTERFIELD 

How capitalism 
underdeveloped Africa 
Thu 22 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St, 
S401QN 

EDINBURGH 

Do we needa 
progressive alliance? 
Wed 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

7 Victoria St, 

EH12JL 

HARLOW 

‘Are we there yet?’ — 

has gay liberation 

been achieved? 

Thu 22 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

1 Church Leys, 

CM18 6BX 
HUDDERSFIELD 

Child poverty and growing 
inequality—how do 

we fight the cuts? 

Wed 21 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD1 5JP 

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 
Climate change —after 
Trump, how can we 

fight for our planet? 

Thu 22 Jun, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore 
Education Centre, 

2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD 
LIVERPOOL 

Can socialism come 
through parliament? 

Thu 29 Jun, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

22 School Ln, 

L13BT 

LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW 
Revolution and fighting 
imperialism—who 

was Frantz Fanon? 

Thu 22 Jun, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 

Ladbroke Grove (very 

close to the station), 
W105XL 

LONDON: EALING 

Why has the war on 

terror failed? 

Thu 22 Jun, 7.30pm, 

Y Lounge, 

YMCA West London, 

25 St Mary’s Rd, 

W52RE 


Cops at London Bridge after a terror attack that killed eight earlier this month 
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What causes terror attacks—and what can stop them? 


Marxism and terrorism 


ABERDEEN 

Wed 21 Jun, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe, 
49 Belmont St, 
AB101JS 


BIRMINGHAM: 

CITY CENTRE 

Wed 21 Jun, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 


LONDON: HACKNEY 

What would socialism 

be like? 

Thu 22 Jun, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU 


COLCHESTER 
Wed 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out, 

28 Mersea Rd, 

C02 7ET 


EXETER 

Thu 29 Jun, 6.30pm, 
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St, 
EX4 6AW 


LONDON: HARINGEY 

Pride, politics and 
protest—fighting for 
LGBT+ liberation 

Wed 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 

St John Vianney Church Hall, 
386 West Green Rd, N15 3QH 


GLASGOW 

Thu 22 Jun, 7pm, 
PNETalaer-lae(on 
33-44 King St, 
Merchant City, 
G15QT 


LONDON: CENTRAL 
Thu 22 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Room 130, UCL, 
Foster Court Building, 
WCI1E 6BT 


LONDON:ISLINGTON 
Why has the war on 
terror failed? 

Thu 22 Jun, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station, 
84 Mayton St, 

N7 6QT 


LONDON: 

WALTHAM FOREST 
Wed 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House, 
la Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU 


OXFORD 

Wed 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Restore, 

Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd), 
OX41YH 


MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
Russian Revolution— 

did Lenin lead to Stalin? 
Wed 21 Jun, 7pm, 

Chorlton Library (side door), 
Manchester Rd, 

M219PN 


Read about Russia with bookmarks 


MARK 100 years 
since a socialist 
revolution shook 
the world, learn its 
lessons and study 
its legacy with 
these books. 

Dave Sherry 
celebrates a 
festival of the 
oppressed. Tim 
Sanders and 
John Newsinger 
bring it to life in 
a graphic novel. 
SA Smith looks 
at its historical 
context. 

Also pick up 
revolutionary 
classics by Leon 
Trotsky, Victor 
Serge, John Reed 
and VI Lenin. 


bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 


0207 637 1848 


1 Bloomsbury St, London WC1B 3QE 


MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
What kind of education 
system do we want? 
Thu 22 Jun, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, 

M25NS 

NEWCASTLE 

The fightback in 

the North East 

Thu 22 Jun, 7pm, 
Broadacre House, 
Market St, 

NE16HQ 

NORWICH 

Politics in Britain today 
Thu 22 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place, 

NR22SA 

NOTTINGHAM 

After the general election— 
where next for the left? 
Sat 17 Jun, 3pm, 
International 

Community Centre, 

61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG13FN 

PORTSMOUTH 

Fake news, mass media, 
truth and power 

Wed 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 

Community Centre, 
River’s St, 

P05 4EZ 

SCARBOROUGH 

Fake news and alternative 
facts— media in the 
21st century 

Wed 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile, 

94 Falsgrave Rd, 

YO12 5AZ 

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
What is anarchism? 

Thu 22 Jun, 7pm, 

Central United 

Reformed Church, 

60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), 

$1 2JB 

SOUTHAMPTON 
Shakespeare for 
revolutionaries 

Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall, 
Devonshire Rd, 

S015 2GY 

SWANSEA 

War, imperialism, the 
Middle East and Palestine 
Thu 22 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, 

SA2 O0BP 

TELFORD 

After the general election— 
where next for the left? 
Thu 22 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, 

The Parade, 

Wellington, 

TF1LIPY 

WIGAN 

War, imperialism, the 
Middle East and Palestine 
Wed 21 Jun, 7pm, 

Little Fifteen pub, 

17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office), 
WN11LD 


{ MOVEWENT 


LONDON: HACKNEY 

Love Music Hate Racism gig 
Sat 24 Jun, 7.30pm, 

The Victoria Dalston, 

451 Queensbridge Rd, 

E8 3AS. 

With Lloyd Luther, 

Zara Sykes, The Baskervilles 
and Ghosts of Men 


CONTACT 
THE SWP 


Phone 020 7840 5600 
Email 
enquires@swp.org.uk 
Post PO Box 71327, 
London SE11 9BW 


REVIEWS & CULTURE 


New drama must try narder 
to g0 beyond the stereotypes 


Ackley Bridge’s first episode falls far short of its potential to look at the racism 
and education policies that blight schools, writes Yorkshire teacher Paul Grist 


CHANNEL 4’S Ackley Bridge prom- 
ises a hard hitting exploration of 
the social issues associated with 
growing up in poor and suppos- 
edly ethnically segregated northern 
industrial towns. 

And so far it’s a disappointment. 

The drama centres around a 
new academy school, Ackley Bridge 
College, created out of the merger 
of two previously isolated schools— 
one predominantly Asian, the other 
white. 

The school forces the characters 
together. Setting the scene the head 
teacher practices delivering her first 
assembly to the new “mixed” intake 
of students. 

She tells the empty hall that 
“Ackley Bridge is one of the most 
divided communities in Britain. 
Whites and Asians live side by side 
but in totally different worlds.” 

This representation of indus- 
trial towns in the north of England 
echoes the approach taken by many 
reports over the years. 


Contentious 

It is a view notoriously promoted 
by Jack Straw when he was MP for 
Blackburn. And it is deeply conten- 
tious and problematic. 

Hopefully Ackley Bridge will 
attempt to uncover the way institu- 
tional racism has created division 
in working class neighbourhoods, 
and also the myriad ways in which 
people’s lives are deeply integrated. 

Unfortunately however, like the 
head teacher’s speech, the series has 
not started well. 

The first episode bombards us with 
stereotypes. We are presented with 
a dramatic account of schools which 
sensationalises rather than shines a 
light on the issues. 

The staff typically show little skill 
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DIFFERENT WORLDS? White and Asian pupils and teachers meet at Ackley Bridge 


or expertise when interacting with 
students. 

In fact very little teaching, prepa- 
ration, marking or structured activity 
seems to happen at all. 

Teachers are presented, perhaps 
unintentionally, negatively. 

On the first day of term one 
teacher rocks up late in her flip 
flops straight off the plane from her 
summer holidays. Kids run riot while 


teachers make no effort to establish 
order. The PE teacher punches a 
student. 

Asateacher, it’s not a representation 
of school life that I recognise. 

The interactions between students 
and the way they articulate concerns 
with each other is as caricatured as 
the depiction of the staff. 

In my experience teenage 
children are more versatile, complex 


and sophisticated—particularly when 
exploring issues to do with their 
identity—than the representation of 
them so far in this drama. 
Hopefully as the series develops 
the characters will become a little 
less one-dimensional and a little 
more “real”—and the social edge a 
little sharper. 
Ackley Bridge—Wednesdays at 8pm on 
Channel 4 and online at channel4.com 


The unsavoury Clinton is damned by her own words 


BOOK 


culminates in Clinton’s 


Heal bo efor ee 


1 bbe ee papas 


presidency. 


a focused account of the 
2016 defeat. 


HOW | LOST BY HILLARY 
CLINTON 

Edited by Joe Lauria 

OR Books 

Go to orbooks.com/catalog/ 
how-i-lost 


A NEW book looks at 
how Hillary Clinton lost 
the election—in her own 
words. 

How I Lost takes 
Clinton’s speeches, leaked 
conversations and emails 
and uses them to create an 
interesting narrative which 


humiliating defeat. 

It includes lines 
such as the infamous, 
“Politics is like sausage 
being made. It is 
unsavoury, and it has 
always been that way— 
so you need both a 
public and a private 
position.” 

But the book doesn’t 
just rely on sources 
from the recent past. 

It goes back to 
document Clinton’s 
influence on her 
husband Bill’s 
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HOW | LOST 


BY HILLARY CLINTON 


WITH POREWOED 59 paLiay AS Lh 
HUT ager pp, i awh Stets 1 pi Ce 


Although these 
passages don’t relate to 
the 2016 presidential 
election, they make 
entertaining, albeit 
terrifying, reading. 

In conversation with 
the Goldman Sachs CEO 
in 2013, Clinton recalls 
telling a Chinese state 
official that the US 
“discovered Japan”. 

The book gives an 
overview of Clinton’s 
hawkish, racist character. 

But because of its wide- 
lens view, it fails to give 


Allegations about the 
Clintons’ dodgy deals and 
speculation about deaths 
of people linked to them 
have dogged the couple 
throughout their political 
careers. 

The book is light on 
analysis, relying mainly 
on speech transcripts and 
newspaper reports. 

If readers are looking 
for a more detailed 
analysis of Clinton’s 
defeat they will have to 
look elsewhere. 
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THEATRE 


THE CROWS PLUCKED YOUR 
SINEWS 

Written and directed by Hassan 
Mahamaallie, performed by 
Aisha Mohammed. Go to 
crowsdrama.com for details 


THIS critically acclaimed 
play about colonialism, 
racism and identity is 
touring Britain in June and 
July. 


Aisha Mohammed 


It explores the legacy 
of Somali freedom 
fighter Sayyid Abdullah 
Hassan, through the eyes 
of Somalis harrassed by 
Britain’s “anti-terror” 
policing today. 

Read Socialist Worker’s 
interview with its director 
at bit.ly/1Qqqkge 


EXHIBITION 


THE MOST POPULAR ART 
EXHIBITION EVER! 

by Grayson Perry 

Serpentine Gallery, Kensington 
Gardens, London W2 3XA. 
Free entry 


THIS EXHIBITION features 
pottery themed around 
the Brexit referendum, as 
featured on Channel 4. 


TOP 5 BOOKS 


Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop 


' Unravelling capitalism 
_—a guide to Marxist 


_ political economy 
_ Joseph Choonara 


~~ Russia 1917—workers’ 
revolution and 
the festival of the 
oppressed 

| Dave Sherry 

< The case against 
borders 
Charlie Kimber and 
Dave Sewell 

“" PostCapitalism—a 
guide to our future 


Paul Mason 
«British labour and the 
Russian Revolution— 
_ the Leeds convention 
of 1917 
_ Christian Hogsbjerg, Ken 
| Coates and Janet Douglas 
Phone 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE 
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HISTORY & THEORY 


HE Tories are 

the political 

party of the 

British rul- 

ing class. And 

partially it was 
Ireland that led to that 
dominance. 

The Liberals were the 
dominant party of the 
British establishment until 
the 1870s. 

They held office between 
1848 and 1874 with just 
two brief interruptions. 

The Tories didn’t win a 
general election from 1841 
until 1874. 

Yet they were in office for 
all but eight years from 1875 
until 1906. 

The chief weapon in the 
Tories’ hands was support 
for imperialism—particularly 
British rule in Ireland. 

The Tories played on 
support for the union with 
Ireland, and for queen and 
empire, to build a popular 
base. 

Ireland was Britain’s oldest 
colony. After it was fully 
conquered in the 17th cen- 
tury, the new English rulers 
sent Protestant colonists to 
impose their will on the native 
Catholic population. 

This Protestant minority 
denied Catholics the right to 
own land or vote. 

Britain prevented the eco- 
nomic development of much of 
Ireland. The country’s wealth 
was sucked straight into Britain. 

During famine in the 1840s 
more than one million Irish 
people died while Britain con- 
tinued to take their grain. 

Britain ran Ireland on the 
basis of divide and rule. 

Protestant landowners set up 
the Orange Order in 1795 to 
crush growing resistance, such 
as that of the United Irishmen. 

The United Irishmen was 
Ireland’s first Republican 
organisation, and it was led by 
Protestant radicals. 


Barrier 

The Orange Order aimed to be 
“a barrier to revolution and an 
obstacle to compromise”. 

As the counter-revolution 
succeeded, so the Orange Order 
lost its purpose. 

It was wound up in 1836 
and lay dormant for nearly fifty 
years. 

When it was revived again, 
in 1885, a new threat to British 
rule had emerged—the battle 
for Home Rule. 

The notion of an independ- 
ent Ireland horrified whole 
sections of the British landed 
aristocracy and the Tory party 
in particular. 

Lord Randolph Churchill 
summed up the tactics of his 
class in Ireland with his famous 
decision to “play the Orange 
card”. 

“Let us hope it turns out the 
ace and not the two,” he said. 

In 1886 the Liberals broke 
apart over the issue. 

A significant section led by 
Joseph Chamberlain saw any 
concessions in Ireland as under- 
mining Britain’s empire. These 


Orange order bigots marching against Scottis 
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h independence in 2014 
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DIVISION 
AND RULE 
IN IRELAND 


Simon Basketter looks at the brutal history of British 
imperialism in Ireland and the long-standing relationship 
between the Tories and Unionist bigots 


Edward Carson 


Unionist Liberals backed the 
Tories. 

The British ruling class could 
not extinguish the desire for 
Irish independence. In 1912 
again the imperialists, land- 
lords and capitalists played the 
Orange card. 

The standard of Ulster was 
raised by Edward Carson who 
had made a name for himself as 
a lawyer in the persecution of 
Oscar Wilde. 

Carson and the Tories started 
a furious campaign which lasted 


The chief 
weapon in the 
Tories’ hands 
was support for 
imperialism 
SSS 


through 1912 until the outbreak 
of the First World War. 

Tory leader Bonar Law said, 
“There are things stronger than 
parliamentary majorities. 

“I can imagine no length of 
resistance to which Ulster can 
go in which I would not be pre- 
pared to support them.” 

These words soon turned 
into guns as Carson’s Ulster 
Volunteers were armed in huge 
numbers to fight against Home 
Rule. It was a sectarian private 
army with 100,000 members. 


The British army was openly 
incited by the Tories to refuse 
to intervene. Fifty eight officers 
at Curragh in Ireland signed 
a statement effectively refus- 
ing to take up arms against the 
Ulster Volunteers. 

They were supported by their 
general and chief of operations. 

They were immediately 
promised by the Secretary of 
State for War that the gov- 
ernment had “no intention to 
crush political opposition to the 
Home Rule Bill’. 

The militant Republican 
organisation Sinn Fein swept 
the board in a general elec- 


| tion held at the end of the First 


World War. 
Anger against Britain had 
been fuelled by repression. 


RITAIN was 
prepared to use 
all its might to 
counter this dem- 
ocratically elected 
parliament. 

But by 1921 the British 
ruling class was forced to 
accept that it could not hold 
on to the whole of Ireland. 

Its own weakness forced it 
to retreat—but by imposing 
partition it split the national 
movement and salvaged some 
of its status. 

It wanted to hang on to the 
profitable industries in the 

Protestant stronghold in the 
north east, which was then a 
thriving industrial area. 

So it partitioned off six coun- 
ties of the north, creating an 
inbuilt Protestant majority. 

Britain had key economic and 
military interests in Northern 
Ireland. Between 1870 and 
1910 the labour force in ship- 
building grew five times and 
Belfast became a key provider 
of ships for the British Empire. 

Around the shipbuild- 
ing industry there grew a 
major engineering industry 
that formed part of an indus- 
trial triangle linking Belfast to 
Manchester and Glasgow. 

Northern Ireland also pro- 
vided key military bases for the 
British army which played an 
important role in the Second 
World War. 

These direct interests of 
Britain ensured a close and 
friendly relationship with the 
Unionist Party. 

Northern Ireland was 
founded on repression and sys- 
tematic discrimination against 
Catholics. Its first prime minis- 
ter described it as “a Protestant 
state for Protestant people”. 

The state was built around 
the exclusion of Catholics— 
in employment, housing, 
education and more—while 
Protestant businessmen got 
extra votes in local elections. 

In order to deal with the dis- 
gruntled minority of Catholics 
internment was introduced 
regularly. 

An auxiliary police force 
of B Specials was recruited 
from local Orange halls. A 
one party Unionist regime was 
established. 

Both the Conservative and 
Labour governments turned 
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a blind eye to the bigotry and 
discrimination which the 
Unionists imposed on Northern 
Ireland. 

A convention developed in 
the House of Commons that 
Northern Ireland’s “internal 
affairs” were never discussed. 

The Northern state was 
expected to generate a finan- 
cial surplus and make a 
contribution to the empire. 

But by 1938 the British gov- 
ernment officially recognised 
that it would have to subsidise 
Northern Ireland. 

As Eamonn McCann wrote in 
1974, “By the end of the fifties 
the economic basis of partition 
was being eroded. The interests 
of the dominant classes, North 
and South, converged. And 
by the same token, the British 
interest in Ireland changed. 

“The British interest now 
lay not in giving uncritical sup- 
port to the Orange government 
in the North, but in balanc- 
ing between the Orange and 
the Green, between North and 
South, between Protestant and 
Catholic capitalism in Ireland.” 


Profit 
The policy and strategy of the 


British ruling class has never 
been shaped simply by a read- 
ing of their profit and loss 
account. But it is affected by it. 

Those shifts saw splits in 
Unionism in the 1960s as 
Britain’s backing became less 
certain. 

Unionism has always oper- 
ated on the possibility of London 
selling it out. It is one reason 
why even the most respectable 
of Unionist politicians have par- 
amilitary links. 

By the 1960s many Catholics 
were increasingly unwilling to 
accept their second-class status. 

A peaceful civil rights move- 
ment grew. The violent response 
of the British-backed Northern 
Ireland state provoked a quar- 
ter of a century of open conflict. 

The British state claimed it 
kept two warring sides apart. 
In fact it allowed or organised 
the murder of large numbers of 
mainly Catholics. 

When the Unionists 
couldn’t run Britain’s political 
slum direct rule was introduced. 
Eventually Britain’s rulers 
wanted to stabilise Northern 
Ireland. 

So they pushed Unionist poli- 
ticians into accepting that peace 
talks had to take place. Today 
the peace process essentially 
polices people apart, and power 
sharing encases sectarianism. 
When they imagine the union 
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AFTER years of 
oppression by 
Britain many 
Catholics had 

had enough (top), 
Soldiers stationed 
in Northern 
Ireland (above) 


DUP leader Arlene Foster 


to be under threat—which in 
their world view it always is— 
Unionists attempt to recreate 
Carson’s movement. 

That’s why the threatening 
violent stunts that litter the 
Democratic Unionist Party’s his- 
tory took place. 

As one Unionist politician 
told Irish prime minister Albert 
Reynolds in the 1990s, “The tra- 
ditional way to break out of the 
siege is to go out and murder 
some Catholics.” 

Unionism is far weaker 
today, partly due to the chang- 
ing needs of the ruling class. 

It is the unwanted, disrup- 
tive child of the Tories. But 
the Tories are strong believers 
in family values and, however 
briefly, the Unionists are about 
to come to their aid yet again. 


@The Blood Never 
Dried—a people’s history 
of the British Empire 

by John Newsinger 

Fal FoR)e) 


@War and an Irish town 
by Eamonn McCann, 
£19.99 


Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 


@1916—Ireland’s Phone 020 7637 1848 
Revolutionary Tradition or go to 

by Kieran Allen bookmarksbookshop. 
£12.99 co.uk 


RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION 


How do you deal with 
debate during a revolution’? 


It's a myth that the 
Bolsheviks were 
repressive dictators— 
open debate was 
central to their 
revolutionary method 


RIGHT WINGERS and liberals 
claim that Vladimir Lenin and 
the Bolsheviks set up a brutal 
dictatorship after the October 
Revolution in 1917—and 
eliminated dissent, debate 
and minority rights. 

Yet open debate was central 
to the Bolsheviks’ form of 
organisation—democratic 
centralism. 

There were many sharp 
arguments. In April 1917 
frenzied discussion about 
whether to support or organise 
against the Provisional 
Government emerged after the 
February Revolution. 

Bolshevik leader Lenin was 
initially in a small minority. He 
had to publish his views in the 
party’s newspaper under his 
own name. Another Bolshevik 
leader responded to point out 
that Lenin’s views were not 
those of the paper’s editors 
or the majority of the party’s 
Central Committee. 

Nearly all major debates 
from 1917 to 1921 were 
carried out in public, whether 
the Brest-Litovsk treaty that 
ended the war with Germany 
or arguments over the role of 
trade unions in 1920-21. 

During the Brest-Litovsk 
arguments Nikolai Bukharin 
and the “Left Communists” 
openly opposed the majority 
and brought out 15 issues of an 
opposition journal. 

The government itself was 
not a one-party state. 


Accountable 

After October Lenin became 
chair of the Council of 

People’s Commissars, a body 
accountable to the soviets— 
workers’ councils. It didn’t 
include just Bolsheviks, but also 
Left Socialist Revolutionaries 
(Left SRs). 

All this was taking place in 
the middle of a raging counter- 
revolutionary offensive waged 
by 14 invading imperialist 
armies, including the US and 
Britain, and the old Tsarist 
“White” forces. 

After the October Revolution 


1917 TIMELINE 


23 June (10 June in the old 
style calendar) 

@The Central Ukrainian 
Council, formed in Kiev 

in March, proclaim the 
independence of the 
Ukraine 

@The Congress of Soviets 
unanimously supports this 
declaration of independence 


there was no breathing room. 
The working class that made 
the revolution was decimated 
fighting to defend it. 

This hollowed out the 
soviets, and left the Bolsheviks 
in charge of a sprawling 
bureaucracy. As the towns 
starved the Red Army forcibly 
requisitioned grain from the 
countryside—a policy dubbed 
the “Red Terror”. 

This wasn’t popular, but 
was a necessary response to 
the crisis caused by counter- 
revolutionary forces. 

In response to the civil 
war the Petrograd Soviet— 
not the Bolsheviks—set up 
the All Russian Extraordinary 
Commission to Fight Counter 
Revolution and Sabotage 


Nearly all major 
debates from 
1917 to 1921 
were carried 


out in public 
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AN ASSEMBLY of the Petrograd Soviet in 1917 


(Cheka). Felix Dzerzhinsky was 
appointed to head it precisely 
because he was a known 
opponent of repressive attacks. 

It did pursue opponents of 
soviet rule, but didn’t have the 
powers of a secret police force. 

The Left SRs left the 
government in March 1918 
after Brest-Litovsk. They 
declared a revolt. 


Amnesty 

The Bolsheviks had to quickly 
crush the revolt, or see the 
fragile workers’ republic 
destroyed. But Left SR Maria 
Spiridonova, who led the revolt, 
was given a one year prison 
sentence and an immediate 
amnesty for her “previous 
services to the revolution”. 

In 1920 the Workers’ 
Opposition faction was formed 
in response to these growing 
pressures on the revolution. 

It argued that trade union 
and factory committees 
should run the economy, not 
the central state as was the 
case during the civil war. 

The faction’s programme was 
distributed throughout the 
Bolshevik party. 

As the revolution was 
internationally isolated, 
democracy was restricted. 

What was at first an 
unwelcome necessity became, 
for some, a model. It was when 
Stalin triumphed in 1928 that 
all democracy was snuffed out. 
Lenin opposed Stalin from his 
deathbed. 

The Bolsheviks fought for 
working class democracy and 
socialism from below. 

This is part of a series of 

weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution. Read our coverage at 
tinyurl.com/sw1917 
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Did US use white phosphorus in attacks? 


ad CHARLIE KIMBER 


US-LED FORCES stand 
accused of dropping horrific 
white phosphorus weapons 
in Mosul in Iraq and Raqqa 
in Syria. 

The accusation comes from 
sources that are opposed to 
Isis as well as pro-Isis ones. 

White phosphorus causes 
potentially fatal chemi- 
cal burns which have been 
known to melt skin off the 
bone. It is similar to napalm. 

Footage showed the signa- 
ture spread of airburst white 
phosphorus munitions— 
probably M825 series 155mm 
artillery rounds—exploding 
over eastern Raqqa. It was 
posted last week by the anti- 
Isis activist group Raqqa is 
Being Slaughtered Silently. 

When M825 rounds 
explode, they jettison 
roughly 115 felt wedges that 
are impregnated with white 
phosphorus. 

If exploded high above 
the ground, the wedges can 
spread over a greater dis- 
tance, starting fires over a 
wide area. 

Thousands of people have 
fled Raqqa over the past few 


US MARINES in northern Syria. The light green shells on the truck are white phosphorus munitions 


months, but United Nations 
agencies estimate that 
160,000 remain in the city. 

Colonel Ryan Dillon, a 
spokesman for the US-led 
coalition, told The Washing- 
ton Post that the US military 
uses white phosphorus in 
“accordance with the law of 
armed conflict”. 


The Pentagon posted pho- 
tographs of Marine M777 
howitzers in Syria—deployed 
to support the Raqqa opera- 
tion—with a pallet of white 
phosphorus munitions in 
May. 

The image was taken in 
March, and while the unit 
in the photograph probably 


has returned to the US, its 
replacement is thought to be 
using similar munitions. 

The weapons used in 
Raqqa look similar to those 
used a week ago in Mosul. 

In October last year 
Amnesty International, 
responding to claims that 
white phosphorus was being 


used in Mosul, warned 
against the dangers of 
deploying it in any form. 

“If buried by soil or water, 
white phosphorus wedges 
can be temporarily extin- 
guished,” it said. “But they 
spontaneously reignite if they 
are uncovered, presenting a 
serious hazard for unsus- 


pecting civilians who may 
accidentally uncover them 
as they walk through the 
affected area.” 

It comes as no surprise if 
the US is widely using white 
phosphorous. 

In November 2005 BBC 
News reported that an 
article published in the US 
Army magazine Field Artil- 
lery noted it had been 
used during the battle for Fal- 
lujah. 

The article written by a 
captain, a first lieutenant, 
and a sergeant, said “WP 
[White Phosphorus] proved 
to be an effective and versa- 
tile munition. 

“We used it for screening 
missions at two breeches and, 
later in the fight, as a potent 
psychological weapon against 
the insurgents in trench lines 
and spider holes where we 
could not get effects on them 
with HE [High Explosives]. 

“We fired ‘shake and bake’ 
missions at the insurgents, 
using WP to flush them out 
and HE to take them out.” 

The US and its allies are 
not liberating Mosul and 
Raqqa. They are committing 
further war crimes on top of 
the foul litany of the past. 
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Workers at 
Eat Kitchen 


relish taste 
of victory 


A successful campaign for union 
recognition could inspire others, 
reports Tomas Tengely-Evans 


FROM THE Eat Kitchen in 
Wembley, north west London, 
200 workers keep the food 
chain’s stores stocked across the 
capital. 

Bosses boast that “our team 
at the kitchen are a busy lot”. 
Unluckily for them, workers have 
been busy organising a union. They 
overwhelmingly backed recognition 
for their GMB union in a workplace 
ballot last week. 

GMB organiser Hiten Vaidya told 
Socialist Worker, “The company 
took away workers’ paid breaks 
and reduced their hours from 
40 to 35 a week without any proper 
consultation. 

“But the final straw came when 
the company wanted to introduce a 
worse contract.” 

There is a sprawling food pro- 
duction and supply industry across 
north west London. Throughout 
these food factories, such as Eat 
Kitchen, the workforce is made up 
of largely migrant workers and their 
children. 

Hiten said, “Many of the workers 
are Asian and English is not their 
first language. 

“If the management tells them, 
‘This is changing from tomorrow’, 
the workers might not know they 
can’t do that. 

“When this is the case, it’s impor- 
tant for the union to tell people 
about their rights.” 


Profits 

Hiten explained how bosses pro- 
tect their profits. “Many workers 
are on zero hours contracts,” he 
said. “There are new people from 
agencies every day who have no 
experience of the food industry. 

“That creates a lot of issues— 
including compromising health and 
safety standards.” 

But the GMB and the workers 
have shown it’s possible to organise 
in difficult circumstances. 

So Asian workers labouring 
together in the food industry are 
maintaining a strong tradition of 
joining unions. 

Hiten used to work at a Bakkavor 


Some 200 food workers have 
won a union recognition battle 


The Eat Kitchen workers in 
London supply the chain’s 
branches across the capital 


Bosses have used zero hours 
contracts and agency staff to try 
and undermine conditions 


But their attacks pushed 
workers to get organised in the 
GMB union 


The mainly migrant workforce 
has shown that it is possible to 
organise and resist the bosses 


food factory, where workers are 
unionised and have won improve- 
ments. “It’s the same community 
that works there,” he said. 

This meant that when bosses 
announced the new contract a 
couple of workers came to the GMB 
office. 

Hiten said, “We called a meeting 
in a big hall and invited everyone 
to come after work and then they 
joined the union. 

“We got to the point where we 
had more than 50 percent in the 
union so we went for a voluntary 
recognition agreement.” 

Even before workers backed rec- 
ognition, the union had already 
won some things back because 
bosses could see it was growing. 

Hiten said, “We’ve got the paid 
breaks back and holiday pay, the 
only outstanding issue is getting 
back the 40 hours a week.” 

The workers will be in a stronger 
position to fight on these issues 
after they signed the agreement 
last week. 

For all the talk about workers 
losing their power to take on the 
bosses, workers at Eat Kitchen have 
shown that it’s possible to organise 
and fight back. 
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WORKERS AT the Bakkavor factory protesting against attacks on pay and conditions last year. Workers 
in other food firms, including former Bakkavor staff, are still fighting for their rights 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


LSE strike with migrant workers wins 
demands for equal pay and conditions 


by ALISTAIR FARROW 


CLEANERS AT the London School 
of Economics (LSE) university 
have won an impressive victory. 
The outsourced workers had been 
striking to demand equal pay and 
conditions to workers employed 
directly by the university. 

The campaign has lasted some 
ten months. 

Cleaners have won all their 
demands and are set to be 
employed directly by the LSE from 
the spring of 2018, if workers 
agree the deal. 

The deal includes six months 
sick pay at full pay and six 
months at half pay. The statutory 
minimum, which cleaners are 
currently on, is £89.35 a week for 
28 weeks. 

Other details include 41 days 
annual leave plus employer 
pension contributions of up to 
13 percent of the cleaners’ salary. 

The United Voices of the World 
(UVW) union had no members at 
the university a year ago. 


Ideas 
Now the majority of trade 
unionists among the cleaners are 
members. And people’s ideas have 
changed through the struggle. 
Petros Elia is general secretary 
of UVW. He told Socialist Worker, 
“One of the most important 
features of this dispute has been 


LSE cleaners on strike in May 


that none of the cleaners had a 
background in trade unionism at 
the outset. 

“There was a lot of fear and 
uncertainty but they still managed 
to get organised.” 

The new deal, which UVW 
union members have yet to vote 
on, will have a transformative 
effect on peoples’ lives. 

Workers had previously told 
Socialist Worker they work when 
sick because they couldn’t afford to 
take time off. 

The deal follows news that the 
UCU lecturer’s union branch at the 
LSE voted to support the cleaners’ 
strike. 

Other UCU branches had 
already voted in support, as well 
as the national union at its annual 
conference. 


“Picture: UVW_ 


A fortnight ago university 
management offered the cleaners’ 
union half of its demands. 

The current deal on the table is 
a serious improvement on that. 

Significantly, outsourcing firm 
Noonan Services Ltd was not 
represented at that meeting. 

Neither was the Unison union, 
which claims to represent the 
workers. 

The victory shows that if you 
fight, you can win big. 

The cleaners, largely migrants, 
have also shown that it doesn’t 
matter what your background is. If 
you fight you can push up pay and 
conditions for everyone. 

As Petros said, “We were 
fragmented at the start, but 
determination and anger turned 
into organisation.” 
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IN BRIEF 


Solidarity rally after 
attack on Muslims 


AROUND 30 Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) supporters 
rallied in Cambridge last 
Saturday in solidarity 
with Muslims following an 
Islamophobic incident. 

Bacon had been left on the 
cars of fasting Muslims at the 
city’s Omar Faruque Mosque. 

Passers-by signed 
solidarity card for SUTR to 
deliver to the mosque. 

Later that day activists 
collected other signatures, 
including from several 
councillors and the audience 
at a Love Music Hate Racism 
gig on Saturday night. 

In a statement Cambridge 
SUTR said, “This offensive 
act in no way reflects the 
feelings of the vast majority 
of Cambridge residents who 
are proud of our diverse, 
multicultural city. 

“We are determined not 
to allow a small number of 
racists to divide us.” 
Richard Rose 


Unofficial walkout 
at nuclear plant 


SOME 1,400 workers at 
Sellafield nuclear power 
plant in Cumbria staged 
an unofficial walkout over 
dirty shower rooms last 
Wednesday. 

The Unite union members, 
who work for a contractor, 
voted for the action at a mass 
meeting that morning. 

Workers were on strike 
until Monday of this week. 


British Airways 
strike suspended 


THE UNITE union has 
suspended a planned four- 
day strike by “mixed fleet” 
cabin crew at British Airways 
(BA) that was set to start this 
Friday. 

Workers planned to 
resume action after a three- 
month break because BA's 
offer to resolve the long- 
running dispute included a 
punishment policy, docking 
strikers’ staff travel. 

The firm has now agreed to 
further talks. This shows the 
effect of calling more strikes. 

But it is no guarantee of a 
successful resolution of the 
dispute. Every day without 
action gives bosses time to 
organise and leaves workers as 
spectators in their own fight. 


Activists build for 
March for Homes 


HOUSING campaigners 
are gearing up for the 
March for Homes national 
demonstration on 24 June. 

The Tories’ vicious Housing 
and Planning Act lies in 
tatters. It needs additional 
secondary legislation to 
bring it into force. But the 
Tories are unlikely to try and 
push that through without a 
majority. 

Activists can use their 
weakness to press home the 
advantage. 

@Go to axethehousingact.org.uk 
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CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 


A BUOYANT picket line outside Eastern Avenue jobcentre 


Workers tight closure 


of Sheffield job 


by NICK CLARK 


JOBCENTRE workers in 
Sheffield began a five-day 
strike on Monday of this 
week against Tory plans 
to close their office. 

The PCS union members’ 
week-long walkout is a step up 
from the one day strike earlier 
this month. 

Their action at Sheffield’s 
Eastern Avenue jobcentre 
points to the kind of action 
needed to stop closures and job 
losses across the civil service. 

Clare Goonan, a PCS rep, 
told Socialist Worker, “We had 
about 45 people on the picket 
line. 

“There were more members 


out than last time, and two 
workers turned up and decided 
not to cross the picket line. 

“There’s been senior 
management working in the 
jobcentre today.” 

Workers and their 
supporters held a rally on 
Monday night. 


Earmarked 

Sheffield Eastern Avenue 
jobcentre is just one of 

78 offices earmarked for 
closure by the Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP). 

It is in a deprived area of 
Sheffield. 

Closing the jobcentre will 
mean benefit claimants will 
have to travel further. 

This will potentially cost 


EQUALITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 


PCS union reps discuss way forward after 
rolling walkouts at EHRC come to an end 


ROLLING STRIKES by 
workers in the Equality 
and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) ended 
in Manchester last week. 

Members of the 
PCS union at offices in 
Glasgow, London, Cardiff 
and Manchester each 
struck for a week. 

They are demanding 
the reinstatement of eight 
workers who bosses sacked 
by email while they were 
on strike in February. 

The EHRC workers have 
been fighting a 
25 percent cut to the EHRC 
government agency’s 
budget since late last year. 


picket line in Manchester 


The eight workers 
were issued compulsory 
redundancy notices. 

This is despite the fact that 
there are vacancies being 
advertised inside EHRC. 


centre 


them more and increase the 
risk of benefit “sanctions” 
for lateness, when claimants’ 
money is cut off. 

While workers at this 
jobcentre will not lose their 
jobs, closures at other offices 
will almost certainly mean 
redundancies. 

The workers’ fight has 
shown there is widespread 
support in PCS for serious 
action against the closures. 

Clare said, “We’ve had 
support on the picket lines 
from jobcentres in Chesterfield, 
Annerley, Derby and Leeds. 

“There are other offices now 
looking at how successful our 
strike has been.” 

Now the strikes need to 
spread to other offices. 


The PCS says its reps 
and officials are now 
discussing how to take 
the campaign forward. 
@Donate to the EHRC workers’ 
fighting fund at bit.ly/2msNH1X 
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EDUCATION 


Lecturers celebrating after their strike in Ma 


Anger grows as Scottish 
college bosses drag feet 


SCOTTISH COLLEGE bosses 
are still dragging their feet in 
a long-running dispute over 
equal pay. 

This is despite Scottish 
first minister Nicola 
Sturgeon, further education 
minister Shirley-Anne 
Somerville and college 
bosses agreeing that the 
money to settle the dispute 
had been “banked”. 

This is fuelling deep 
anger on campuses across 
Scotland. 

EIS Fela union meetings 
took place in colleges last 
week and more were set for 
this week. 

It appears that once again 
college bosses are trying 
to renege on a deal they 
proposed to implement after 
a series of strikes last month. 

They will try whatever 
they can get away with to 
break national bargaining 

Even though lecturers may 


once again need walkouts to 
beat the bosses, unions are 

learning the lessons of their 
solid strikes. 

At the EIS Fela annual 
conference last week, general 
secretary Larry Flanagan 
urged school teachers to 
emulate the lecturers to 
break the 1 percent pay cap. 

He said, “With inflation 
rising and pension and 
insurance contribution 
increases now biting, 

1 percent won’t cut it.” 

Flanagan warned that “a 
significant battle is looming 
on this issue”. 

“| think it’s time for 
Scotland’s teachers to fight 
back,” he said. 

Delegates also backed a 
motion calling for action in 
September if the Scottish 
government doesn’t 
implement a 16 percent pay 
rise for teachers in the north 
east of Scotland. 


Manchester lecturers plan 
strike against job losses 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


UCU UNION members at 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University were set to begin a 
two-day strike on Tuesday of 
next week. 

Their action will hit an 
open day at the university 
next Wednesday. 

Workers are fighting 
compulsory redundancies. 

Over 160 academic staff at 
the Crewe campus could lose 
their jobs as bosses plan to 
close it in August 2019. 

There is overwhelming 
support for the action. 
Workers backed strikes by 
79 percent in a recent ballot. 

The bitter dispute has 
seen bosses banning the 
UCU from holding meetings 
on campus. 

The student union stepped 
in to host the meeting, 
showing the level of student 
support for the action. 


The university has nearly 
£400 million in reserves. 

But the attacks come 
as workers at a swathe of 
universities across Britain 
face cuts, including a threat 
to 926 jobs at the University 
of Manchester. 

Workers shouldn't be left 
to fight alone. 

UCU members passed 
a motion demanding a 
“national industrial strategy” 
at the higher education 
sector conference of the 
union’s annual congress last 
month. 

It said a national strategy 
“needs to contain a clear 
plan for escalation in 
response to management 
intimidation if it is to be 
credible”. 

Passing the motion 
was a defeat for the union 
leadership. UCU general 
secretary Sally Hunt had 
talked up gains won through 
local action instead. 


Picture: DUNCAN BRowN 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 71327, London SE119BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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ANTI-RACISM 


EDL racists hold vicious 
protest in Manchester 


De MIKE KILLIAN 


OVER 2,000 racists, fascists and 
other far right elements joined a 
so-called “march against hate” in 
Manchester last Sunday. It was 
called by former English Defence 
League (EDL) leader Tommy 
Robinson. 

Robinson called the march and 
rally following the Manchester Arena 
bombing last month. 

He cynically exploited people’s 
shock and fear following the bombing 
to pull the biggest far right rally seen 
in Manchester since October 2009, 
and one of the biggest in Britain for 
a long time. 

Up to 600 anti-racists joined the 
unity rally called by Unite Against 
Fascism, Stand Up To Racism, (SUTR) 
and LGBT+ groups. 

Protesters sustained a loud and 
lively counter-protest over several 
hours, despite several hails of mis- 
siles from the racists. 

Disgracefully, police kettled 
around 80 peaceful anti-racist pro- 
testers, including four Labour 
councillors, in a side street away from 
the counter-protest. 


Violent 
This encouraged Tommy Robinson’s 
thugs to attempt more violent attacks 
on those protesters who were within 
their reach. Several members of the 
public were threatened and assaulted. 
Greater Manchester Police com- 
placently claimed that the racists 
had “not stopped people from going 


Big picket line in Devon shows workers’ 


More strikes on the card 
whe dicsetranenog? resolve to fight off hated new contracts 


to stop disastrous DOO? 


POLICE BETWEEN fascists and anti-fascists during protests in Manchester last Sunday 


about their normal Sunday activi- 
ties” in the city centre. 

But many people had already stated 
their concerns ahead of the Robinson 
rally. Anti-racists in Manchester are 
determined to build the broadest 
opposition to street-level racism— 
and to the repression and surveillance 


being directed at Muslims. 

Other recent fascist protests have 
been very small, including a protest 
by the EDL in Liverpool earlier this 
month. But Manchester shows that 
we can’t be complacent. 

@Protest against the EDL—Saturday 24 
June, 12 noon, central London. Go to 


bit.ly/2rRaN4B for details. 

Protest against the Scottish Defence 
League in Edinburgh—Sunday 25 June, 
lpm, Waverley train station. Go to 
bit.ly/2ssXNU8 for details. 

Protest against Britain First— 
Saturday 24 June, Birmingham city 
centre, 12 noon. Go to bit.ly/2riBrVE 


THE RMT rail union 
signalled its disputes on 
Southern, Northern and 
Merseyrail could reignite 
in the wake of the general 
election results. 

Mick Cash, the union’s 
general secretary, said the 
disputes “not only remain 
on but are now right at the 
top of the national transport 
agenda as the chaotic, 
minority Tory government 
lurches from chaos to 
crisis”. 

Cash said the union 
would “jack up the fight 
to put safety and access 
to services before private 
profit and greed” and 
continue to “campaign for 
public ownership of the 
railways”. 

The union’s executive 


was to meet this week to 
consider the next steps. 

Some workers think the 
strikes should never have 
been called off in the first 
place. 

Workers are resisting 
bosses’ plans to bring 
in driver-only operation 
(DOO), which would 
threaten jobs and safety. 

Guards on all three 
networks held a successful 
joint strike against the 
attack in April. 

Around 2,000 union 
members joined the 
walkout. 

Train drivers in the Aslef 
union refused to cross 
guards’ picket lines in some 
places. More solidarity like 
this can stop rail bosses in 
their tracks. 


y RICHARD BRADBURY 


THERE WERE high spirits 
despite pouring rain on 

the picket line at the Sierra 
Windows factory in Peignton, 
Devon, last Thursday. 

Workers were on strike 
on Wednesday and Thursday 
of last week and were set to 
come out on the same days this 
week. 

The dispute also involves 
workers at DB Glass in nearby 
Newton Abbott, both part 
of the largely non-unionised 
Specialist Building Products 
Group. 

Strikers have given bosses 
notice that from Tuesday of next 
week they will step up strikes 
from two days a week to three. 

This means they will hit 
Tuesdays, the firm’s busiest 
day for deliveries. 

And it doesn’t come a 


Workers during a previous walkout 


moment too soon. Next Friday, 
23 June, is the deadline the 
company has given them to 
sign up to new contracts— 
meaning lower pay and longer 
shifts. 

The workers plan to keep 
fighting beyond that date, and 
have won support from other 
trade unionists in the region 
and beyond. 

Unite union shop steward 
Peter Brown told a local 


newspaper that 29 out of 
31 workers who voted for 
strikes joined the picket line. 
“Of the two absent, one 
was on paternity leave and the 
other on holiday,” he said. 
“The mood was quite chirpy. 
I was chuffed that the lads 
stayed on after completing a 
12-hour night shift. 
“That was great.” 
@Send messages of support to 
berryjohn7@aol.com 


Bfawu ready 
to fight May 


THE FIRST trade union 
conference since the 
general election got 
underway last Sunday. 

The Bfawu bakers’ union 
conference resolved to 
redouble the fightback against 
the Tories. 

President Ian Hodson told 
the conference, “We need 
a mass movement of trade 
unionists in this country. 

“We can make a real 
difference and we need to 
come together to make it 
happen.” 

Delegates passed motions 
supporting the demand for a 
£10 an hour minimum wage, 
to fight against the Prevent 
agenda and to support a 
network of LGBT+ union 
activists. 

“This is my first ever 
conference,” Chris told 
Socialist Worker. “I’d never 
heard of Prevent before. But 
we've always had attacks on 
our civil liberties and have 
always fought against them.” 

The general election result 
transformed the debate at the 
conference. “Thursday left me 
with a rosy glow in my heart,” 
said general secretary Ronnie 
Draper. 

“The thing that makes me 
proud was that we were the 
first union to back Jeremy 
Corbyn.” 

Warren from Newcastle 
added, “It was a great 
election result for Labour. 
Millions of young people 
registered to vote and got 
involved. That’s a fantastic 
result in itself.” 

An emergency motion was 
to be debated calling on the 
union to pressure the TUC’s 
general council to call protests 
and support days of action for 
the NHS and the March for 
Homes on 24 June. 


CAR WORKERS 


BMW workers say 
no to pension offer 


UNITE UNION members at 
BMW have reject a pensions 
offer in a consultative ballot 
by 56.6 percent. 

Shop stewards from 
BMW’s four sites were set 
to meet as Socialist Worker 
went to press to discuss 
the next steps in their 
campaign. 

BMW workers have so far 
struck four times in a battle 
to stop bosses from closing 
their final salary pension 
scheme. 

The union suspended 
three planned strikes in May 
while workers considered 

a new offer. It made no 
recommendation on how 
workers should vote. 

The new offer would still 
see the final salary scheme 
closed—and workers were 
right to reject it. 

The union should call 
more strikes to stop the 
attack. 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


PARENTS, teachers, 
children and others are 
preparing to protest against 
school funding cuts in 
London. The demonstra- 
tion is expected to be on 
Sunday 16 July. 

Activists elsewhere could 
call protests on the same day 
to coordinate the resistance. 

The best plan would be 
for a national demonstration 
called by teachers’ and par- 
ents’ groups. 

The news comes as the 
Tories are under huge pres- 
sure following a disastrous 
election campaign. 

One survey found 755,000 
voters changed their minds 
because of the schools fund- 
ing policy. 

That’s a testament to the 
tens of thousands who have 
set up local groups, organised 
meetings and called protests. 

As Newcastle teacher 
Daniel Kebede told a local 
paper, “We’ve put educa- 
tion cuts on the agenda. 
Everything is up for grabs.” 

Some Tory MPs were 
already threatening to vote 
against the cuts—now the 


Pa 


UP TO 1,000 parents and teachers rallied in Mile End, east London, last month 


pressure on them has hugely 
intensified. 

There are rumours that 
Theresa May’s Queen’s 
Speech will promise more 
funding and scrap plans for 
new grammar schools. NUT 


teachers’ union leader Kevin 
Courtney has appealed for 
people to grab the chance to 
inflict a defeat on the Tories. 

“When your oppo- 
nent starts to give in, it’s 
really important to ramp 


up your efforts,” he said. 
The original Tory plan 
would see schools losing 
£3 billion a year by 2020. 
There’s a danger that the 
Tories will try and soften 
their attack just enough to 
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blunt opposition to it. 

They may try and divide 
the resistance by pledging 
cash in some areas while 
others still lose out. 

But we shouldn’t accept 
any cuts—schools need more 
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PARENTS PLAN 
CUTS PROTEST 


money, not less. As Ellie, a 
parent in south London, told 
Socialist Worker, “Both my 
kids go to great schools that 
offer a diverse curriculum. 

“T don’t see how that can 
carry on with these cuts. 

“All schools can be funded 
in a way that’s fair.” 


Money 

Parent Netty added, “The 
money is there—look at the 
spending on free schools.” 

Courtney urged people to 
organise lobbies of their MPs, 
hold stalls at school summer 
fairs and plan local demon- 
strations this term. 

All activity will increase 
the pressure on the Tories. 

The general election 
showed that there is a mood 
to take on the Tories. 

This should embolden all 
those who hate them to build 
more resistance. 

More protests—and strikes 
by school workers—can help 
to finish them off. 


Go to schoolcuts.org.uk to see 
how the cuts will affect schools 


+ What’s your story? 


Email with your ideas to - 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk 


Furious workers slam their BBB bar boss over months of unpaid wages 


by ALISTAIR FARROW 


MORE WORKERS from 
the Beach Blanket 
Babylon (BBB) have 
come forward about 
boss Robert Newmark’s 
refusal to pay them. 

This follows Socialist 
Worker’s reporting 
of the scandal at the 
London bar chain. 

Some 11 workers 
were fired on the spot 
for demanding their 
pay last month. 

Now it’s clear that 
their experience was not 
an isolated incident. 

One former worker, 
who didn’t want to be 
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BBB workers are speaking out 
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named, showed Socialist 
Worker pay slips and 
communications they had 
with BBB management. 
These showed bosses 

had delayed payments. 

“It was the worst 
period of my life,” 
said the worker. 

Another worker, one of 
the 11 who were sacked, 
spoke to Socialist Worker. 

‘After our last protest 
management said they 
would pay us a third of 
the amount they owe us 
every week,” they said. 

“But they haven’t 
kept their promise. 

“I was paid £100 
one day and another 
£100 the next.” 


Robert Newmark was 
banned from acting as 
a company director for 
five years in 2016. 

This was after Rosslyn 
Hill Ltd, a company he 
used to run the BBB bar 
through, ran up an unpaid 
tax bill of over £1 million. 


Acting 
His son Brett was also 
banned from acting 
as a company director 
for over three years. 
Newmark senior is 
now the sole shareholder 
of BBB (GB) Ltd. 
His other son, Rex, is 
the company director. 
All three Newmarks 
live in a plush mansion 


in Hampstead in 
north London. 

It was found that 
Newmark senior continued 
to effectively act as a 
company director after 
he stepped down from 
the post in 2013. 

When Socialist 
Worker reported on a 
demonstration at the 
Notting Hill branch two 
weeks ago, Newmark 
was seen leaving 
the restaurant. 

Why was he there? Is he 
still involved in running 
the business? If so, that’s 
a breach of the terms of 
his disqualification, which 
carries a prison sentence 
of up to two years. 
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